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ALONG THE WAY...oF FWA 


@ FLIGHT TO EUROPE 
LEAVES NX 2:00 AM. Sat. (EST) 


@ FLIGHT FROM EUROPE 
ARRIVES NY. 2:00 P.M. 
MON. (EST) 


EFFECTIVE SEPT.6 


TWA AGAIN OFFERS 
ALL-CARCO FLIGHTS TO EUROPE 


NOW GET EVEN BETTER SERVICE VIA TWA WEEKLY 
SCHEDULED “SKY MERCHANTS.” SAVE TIME AND MONEY 
WITH TWA ONE-AIRLINE SERVICE BETWEEN 60 U.S. 
CITIES AND 16 COUNTRIES OVERSEAS. 


_WATCH MOVEMENTS 1 
SHIPPED FROM QUICKEST UFT 


SWITZERLAND VIA TWA FOR COMPLETE 
WEEK-END FLIGHT INFORMATION, EXPERT 
ARE EXPEDITED TO SERVICE, CALL YOUR 


MIDWEST COMPANY. FREIGHT FORWARDER 
EFFICIENT, ECONOMICAL. OR TRANS WORLD 
MANY MANUFACTURERS RELY ON TWA TO KEEP AIRLINES OFFICE 
PRODUCTION ROLLING 


AU TWA Flights carty Air Mell, 
— ~“Air Express and A Ait te 
3 ar = 


TRANS WORLD AIRLINES — 


USA EUROPE AFRICA ASIA 
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‘TRANSPORTATION—Air Commerce 


TRIED 
and TRUE! 


IRFREIGHT has become a huge factor in the modern 
A industrial picture. Such, at least, is the discovery of 
McCulloch Motors, producers of chain saws. which 
uses airfreight transportation on a normal, day to day, regu- 
lar basis and not, as some industrial concerns still do, on an 
emergency or exception basis at all. One of the reasons for 
this is partly credited to the consistently dependable speed 
and service of air cargo. 


In deciding to use air transportation on a day to day basis, 
and for large shipments, the firm's management took many 
variable circumstances into consideration. The final decision 
proved appropriate; McCulloch turned to airfreight in order 
to increase its distribution range. 

Hence, the nation-wide problem of diminishing inventories 
in seasonal work arose and has been successfully overcome 
by the application of air cargo. For example. the company 
discovered that the time saved in the use of air transporta- 
tion in a season’s rush amounts to as much as 70°. A dealer’s 
money is not tied up in merchandise for any great length of 
time since he receives his saws within one or two days after 
his order is sent in. This allows him to operate with a 
minimum inventory and to reorder immediately as the saws 
are sold. 


Since switching to air transportation, McCulloch now 
knows that in air cargo there is less handling involved, there- 
fore damage complaints are quite infrequent. Because of 
these advantages and other intangibles, such as customer 
good-will, which can scarcely be evaluated, the corporation 
shipped 490,762 pounds of airfreight last year. This amounts 
to an average air shipment of 1363 pounds a day. 


Says McCulloch: “The service provided by the air carriers 
has been excellent. Knowledge of exactly when and where 
each shipment will arrive saves work for our shipping and 
sales departments.” 

McCulloch Motors has learned to rely on the dependability 
and speed of air cargo service, which are now considered 
significant factors in the firm’s success and ability as a Los 
Angeles manufacturer to approach an eastern market that 
holds 55% of total sales. 


Having turned to air cargo in o big way, McCulloch Motors last 
year air shipped cn average of 1363 pounds per day. These 
three views are typical of the daily shipments of McCulloch's saws 
that fly from Los Angeles to the big markets in the eastern portion 
of the U. S. Air Transportation i: the quick way to save money. 
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GUEST AIR CARGO EDITORIAL 


No. 60 


The Birth of an Idea 


by John F. Budd 


Editor & Publisher 
American Import & Export Bulletin 


cial aviation, the accent was 

placed strenuously on passenger 
traffic. Whatever visible proof the 
surface lines could furnish that 
freight transportation is the real 
breadwinner, the airlines would not 
accept. The mere fact, thought some, 
that the form is new is ample proof 
that all other evidence does not apply. 
Being different, they maintained, air 
transportation will progress different- 
ly. As a result of this attitude, the 
carrying of property by air suffered. 

Actually, air transportation is no 
different than surface transportation. 

It is still the moving of property and 

persons from one place to another. 

The only difference lies in the type of 

vehicle used and in the amount of 

speed. Eventually, like the surface 

lines, the airlines too will learn, as 

some already are learning, that cargo is the big money- 
maker. Take the Long Island Railroad, which never 
carried freight. Hasn’t it always been bankrupt? 

At the beginning, some of the airlines, especially the 
foreign airlines, paid attention to the “voices of experi- 
ence.” TACA, founded by Lowell Yerex with two Stinson 
planes, developed airfreight in Latin America to an 
extent that made some of the other airlines sit up and take 


Fs: THE VERY START of commer- 


notice. In Canada, the native “bush” flyers lifted every- - 


thing into the air from food and medicine to machinery 
and horses tied flat to the floor of the plane (a method 
cargo handlers would shudder at today) years before the 
idea took root in the United States. Over in Europe. 
KLM, Sabena and Air France had been flying cargo 
ever since the “Twenties. Here, both American and 
United were the pioneer freight flyers among the domestic 
scheduled airlines; internationally, Pan American World 
and Panagra both carried cargo, but air express formed 
the bulk of the material. 

Obviously, air cargo was not important in any of these 
operations. Developments such as these were tentative 
feelers put out to test the terrain. Some of the airlines 
handled cargo with an indifferent air; the business was 
thrust upon them, they felt, they had no alternative but 
to accept it. There wasn’t then, as there isn’t now, ade- 


quate attention and publicity given to 
airfreight transportation. Of course. 
there is more now than there had been 
then, but hardly in proportion to the 
importance of airfreight today. Atti- 
tudes had changed concerning air 
cargo, but it is still playing Cinder- 
ella among the ashes. 

Things were really booming back 
in 1942 during the war years, when | 
first thought of a magazine devoted 
to air cargo. As a publisher inti- 
mately involved with the shipping 
world, I soon became increasingly 
aware of air cargo. I wasn’t alone 
in this, of course. The Army and the 
Navy had got there first. Air cargo 
was performing unheard-of feats in 
our all-out effort to win the war. New 
problems in logistics commensurate 
with this new speed service were com- 
ing to the fore. One other problem, 

of relatively little immediate importance at that time had 
also come up, and that was: Of what importance will 
commercial air cargo be after the war? 

Since transportation, in a manner of speaking, is my 
business, the problem interested me greatly. Could this 
form of property shipping survive against the older and 
more established forms of transportation? Was the war 
finally showing the airlines what air cargo can do? Could 
air cargo itself make its way against indifference and, in 
many cases, antagonism? We had to wait until after 
victory to find out. 

And yet it seemed to me then that its tremendous 
accomplishments during the war had already secured it 
its place in the peacetime world, that wartime merely 
emphasized a vital need and brought it dramatically to 
the world’s attention years before it might otherwise 
have done so, and that despite the hostility air cargo 
would have to face after the war, the need for it would lift 
air cargo into its proper place as a serious and vital form 
of transportation. : 

These things considered, I decided to start a new pub- 
lication for the new transportation medium, the first of 
its kind in the world, little more than half its present size. 
The world had to learn, I then believed, and still believe, 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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x * * 10 Years of 


Yesterday ... 


Ten years ago, when AIR TRANSPORTA- 
TION first began, the Douglas DC-3 was 
one of the more popular transports used 
for air cargo. Still widely used, it has 
since then been superseded by newer 
and larger versions, while the number 
and variety of planes built for airfreight- 
ing have also substantially increased. 


...and Tomorrow 


— LENGTH q-n" — = 


“MEI coe — 
—_ wwEeLease 433.7° —2\ 6°39" 


From the two engine-powered DC-3 has evolved the 6! ton DC.7. Changes in length 
and wingspan and a more stylized body gives more power, room and eye appeal to 
this ‘direct descendant’. As yet, no all-cargo version ha: been planned for the DC-7, 
which at first will be a combination cargo-passenger transport. As such, it will still 
carry 7000 pounds of cargo at an estimated cruising speed of more than six mpm. 
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AIR TRANSPORTATION 


by Milton A. Caine, Managing Editor 


print, 10 years ago, the greater rather as a supplementary service. The the air cargo field from a virtual non- 
part of World War II, the fact that such foresight was neither entity back in 1946 to where it now 
greater part of the fighting and bomb- erroneous nor far-fetched is readily at- (Coutinued.on. Page. 28) 
ing had still to come. Most of the - 3 i Saha 
world then was steeped in an all-out Ow First Cover—October, 1945 


effort to win; whatever problems had 


to be faced were faced gallantly and SS 
with an indomitable spirit. For the ni | — 
most part, let us be frank, this went a La _ 
for “their” side as well as for “ours.” 

One of the problems then was the big 
one of supply; keeping the troops well T I N 
stocked with what it takes to win a 


war, getting there first with the most 
without fail and without delay. As 


supply lines stretched, so did supply x kx AIR CARGO kerk 


problems. But the problems rarely 
proved unmanageable. Generally, aiv- DOMESTIC @ FREIGHT © EXPRESS @ MAIL @ INTERNATIONAL 


freight transportation supplied much 
of the answer. Not all of the answer, 
that’s true. The Merchant Marine 
played a valiant part in the war, as did 
the railroads and the truck lines. The 
role of air transportation at that time 
was considerably smaller than the 
efforts of the other three, smaller also 
by far than it is now, due to the fact 
that designs for larger aircraft were ; 
invariably used for bombers and that ; at ee : 4 
the idea of air cargo itself was rela- ‘ it ; 
tively new: the Airlift idea is a prod- 
uct of the “cold” war, not the “hot.” 
However. considering that air cargo 
was new. and its full value compara- 
tively untried, it accomplished some 
fabulous tasks during the war over 
sometimes impossible obstacles. One 
of the victories of the war was un- ; 4 
oubtedly the emergence of airfreight- _ a v ae ks > 
ing as a necessary part of the world’s : e 
economy. 

The war skyrocketed air cargo to a 
place of importance. Some people 
were quick to see its potential; the all- 
cargo airlines, for instance, including 
the hundreds of well-meaning ex-Air 
Force boys who somehow couldn’t make 
the grade in so competitive a field, and 
Mr. John F. Budd, editor and publisher AIR-CARGO-LINER OF TOMORROW 


of Am TRANSPORTATION. Brainchild of oe probable agg product of Henry ag this two- 

: : fuselaged, seven-motor 000,000 plane. Proposed capacity: almost as 

As far back as 10 years ago, a man much as the total weight of the Mars when fully loaded. (Photo courtesy of Time.) 
needed exceptional foresight to see the 


need for, and the eventual success of 
air cargo, not as competition to the 
already existing and _ well-established 


W HEN this publication first saw modes of property transportation, but tested to by the impressive growth of 
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The Half-Year Mark—— 


by William M. Smith 


work that must be done to 

gather the necessary infor- 
mation from points often half way 
around the world, and then to 
tabulate the facts, we shouldn’t be 
surprised at the time lag between 
getting the facts and pubishing 
them. The amount of paper work 
is enormous, involving several 
staffs of accountants and _ book- 
keepers, but when the fury and 
the activity have finally died down 
and the dust starts to settle over 
another set of statistics, we can 
find out how the aviation indus- 
try in general and air cargo in 
particular has been doing during 
the first six months of 1952. 

Last year had been the big year 
in aviation. The industry itself 
stormed the billion dollar mark 
and made good. Airfreight also 
took a big hurdle, bringing in 
more than 91 billion dollars worth 
of business. The big question, 
after these figures were digested 
and even the skeptics were amazed, 
was this: Is aviation in the midst 
of an enormous boom, or are these 
figures the result of a normal 
growth? 

Skeptics would say that so sud- 
den a leap could hardly be normal. 
Yet these are unusual times. Avia- 
tion has gripped the popular ima- 
gination as it has in no other time 
past. More and more people today 
are riding the airlines; more and 
more shippers are sending their 
merchandise by air. Let’s look at 
the figures. 


(Cover that m the amount of 


* Chicago & Southern Air Lines: 
With an increase of 23% in oper- 
ating expenses, C&S nevertheless 
showed an increase of 92° in net 
income before special items dur- 
ing the first six months of 1952. 
After adding the special items in- 
cluded in the 1951 report, net in- 
come showed a gain of 20°, over 
the first six months of 1951. 

In actual figures, net profits 
after taxes came to $616,677 this 


year. Last year, $321,395 had been 
earned from operations during the 
same six month period. This was 
exclusive of the special income of 
$191,411 the carrier had realized 
then, which brought the figure up 
to $512,806, but still under this 
year’s half way mark. The only 
reduction recorded was in the de- 
cline of mail pay from 19% to 15% 
of total operating revenues. So 
far, C&S can claim a good year. 


* Northwest Airlines: Tallies 
for only the first five months of 
1952 have come in from NWA, but 


the time involved is still sufficient 
for revealing the trend of busi- 
ness. As compared with the same 
period last year, the airline re- 
ported an increase of 35.78% in 
revenue passenger miles flown. (In 
the same category and for the 
same period of time, TWA showed 
an increase of 20.05%, Delta of 
13.07%, and Braniff of 8.13%. 
Capital fell off slightly more than 
one-half of one percent.) 

NWA has also made a compari- 
son of the airfreight and passen- 
ger figures recorded for June, and 
contrasted these with the figures 
recorded for the same month last 
year. Freight ton miles rose this 
June to 930,092 while those for 
June, 1951 were 912,832. While the 
lead is slight, there is indication 
that it will continue to grow, for 
June has been the best month this 
airline has had so far. Revenue 
miles flown reached 1,951,614 in 
June, compared with 1,655,389 the 
previous June. Of these, 72,528,- 
092 comprised revenue passenger 
miles, an increase over the 65,- 
235,144 chalked up this same 
month last year. 
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* Seaboard & Western Airlines: 
Both its commercial and military 
operations over the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans registered 5% high- 
er for the first six months of this 
year than those of the same period 
a year ago. The volume of com- 
mercial airfreight flown from 
Europe rose 33%. From January 
to June of this year, the all-cargo 
earrier lifted 16,666,502 revenue 
ton miles and logged 17,120 flight 
hours. Utilization of its DC-4 
Airtraders averaged 13.4 hours per 
day as compared with the 12.6 
hours listed for the same period 
last year. Since the beginning of 
the year, the airline completed 584 
crossings of the eastern and west- 
ern oceans. 


* Continental Air Lines: All 
categories of the carrier’s traffic 
increased during the half-year. 
Airmail carried jumped to 79.62% ; 
ton miles of airfreight carried in- 
creased 29.08% ; and the ton miles 
of express carried rose 31.67%. 
Revenue passenger miles went up 
42.77% in the same period. 


* United Air Lines: Net earn- 
ings after taxes came to $3,782,- 
565 for its record breaking traffic. 
Revenue passenger miles during 
the second half of this period rose 
40° over those of a year ago. 
Mail ton miles rose 30%; express 
ton miles 344% ; and airfreight toy 
miles 18°. Revenue plane miles 
increased 27% at this time, too. 


* American Airlines: Net profit 
after taxes came to $5,100,000. 
While this fell below the half way 
figure of $5,780,000 for 1951, the 
gross revenue for this year’s first 
half came to $85,857,000 as com- 
pared with $75,115,000 recorded 
for the same period last year. 
Despite the decline listed above, 
which is due to increased expenses, 
AA still reports “a substantial 


ntinued on Page 31) 
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—FLYING 
the Airlift to 


EUROPE— 


By HAROLD MANSFIELD 
Boeing Airplane Company 


UST this once you are flying to Europe aboard a military 
transport plane. This is the way military cargo and per- 
sonnel are transported across the Atlantic by the Military 

Air Transport Service; cargo and personnel sharing the same 
hold (in this instance) of a Boeing Stratofreighter. The trip, 
you'll find, is safe and pleasant. It's also the best, fastest and 
easiest means for shipping cargo anyplace. AIR TRANSPORTA- 
TION has been fortunate in acquiring permission to reprint this 
story in full from Boeing Magazine. 


door that wakes you, but you aren’t 

thoroughly aroused until the 
knuckles are beating on the door of 
your own room. A young airman stands 
there with the wakeup list, asking you 
to initial it. He’s sleepier than you. For 
him there’s no excitement of hustling 
for a transatlantic takeoff; it’s just very 
early Sunday morning after the night 
before. 

For you, though, the day’s prospect 
is more promising. You're flying to 
Europe with the Military Air Transpor! 
Service. It’s an enlightening change 
from the civilian lines you’re used to. 


[% the knocking on someone else’s 


There's no plush in this MATS opera- 
tion. It’s stripped down for efficiency in 
keeping with its mission, and that’s as 
it should be. Its business is strategic 
military air support. For passengers, it 
provides comfort without luxury. 

Take the place you’ve just spent the 
night, here at Westover Air Force Base 
in Massachusetts (Westover as East 
Coast Port of Aerial Embarkation will 
soon be replaced by Dover AFB) jump- 
ing-off place for the Atlantic Division 
of MATS. Your quarters are known, ir: 
quotes, as Hotel Westover. It’s a collec- 
tion of seven barracks-like buildings. 
each bearing a number prefixed by a 
“T” for “temporary.” 

Ready to go now, you check in at the 
“Hotel Westover” desk and find your- 


self listed on a Boeing C-97 manifest. 
Altogether, six outbound flights are 
scheduled for today. A cheery brunette 
desk clerk is getting the initial 9 
“alert passengers,” though its doubtful 
whether you qualify as “alert” this early 
in the morning. 

A lieutenant in front of you inquires 
about the names of “standbys” at the 
bottom of the list. 

“That’s in case you’re not here at 
passenger service by 12:15,” explains 
the young lady. 

“Honey, [ ain't gonna let you outa 
my sight.” drawls the officer. 

Without letting her far from your 
own sight, you take a look around 


while waiting for takeoff. This Port of 
Aerial Embarkation at Westover is a 
city unto itself, existing for the sole 
purpose of getting people and cargo 
off to overseas military stations. Streets 
run spokewise off a central “ellipse 
drive,” leading to five hangars. bank, 
cafeteria, officers’ club, library. chapels, 
base headquarters, theatre, post office 
and other buildings. 

Several hundred structures, like 
“Hotel Westover.” are temporary. Only 
about 70 are built for permanence. In 
one of the temporary ones, Boeing's Bob 
Swanson, a handbook engineer, spends - 
weekdays instructing Air Force ser- 
geants in the loading of the C-97. He’s 
just completed similar courses at Rhein- 
Main, Germany, Lajes in the Portu- 
guese Azores. 

Now, an hour and a half before you 
take off for the Azores yourself, you're 
at Overseas Processing with your bag- 
gage. 

(Continued on Page 30) 


Lined up for loading up are these MATS airfreighters waiting, with hatches wide open, 
to receive their cargo. Size obviously is no object, because these planes can fly gigantic 
loads, and olmost always do across whole continents and oceans the wide over. 
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Marketing Advantages 
of Airfreight-part two 


by Dwight L. Gentry 


Associate Professor, Business Administration, Wake Forest College 


(Part Il of this series of articles by Prof. 

Gentry is a direct continuation of Part 1; a 

discussion of the various marketing areas in 

which airtreight transportation has proved a 

definite advantage. This part continues listing 

those areas and describes the ways in which 
air cargo has proved beneficial.) 


Increased sales volume is of- 

ten associated with a reduc- 
tion in inventories and an in- 
creased rate of stock turnover. 
Through the use of air transporta- 
tion, the merchant is able to carry 
smal] inventories and replace them 
frequently. Less capital is tied-up 
in inventory, wider selections of 
merchandise may be stocked be- 
cause less depth is required in the 
various lines, and inventories are 
kept up-to-date. Apparel shops 
previously carrying a 10-day in- 
ventory have, by using air cargo, 
reduced their stock to a three-day 
inventory. Instead of carrying 
1000 dresses, the shop carries 300 
and reorders by wire at the close 
of business hours for airfreight 
delivery the next morning. In the 
above example, the direct effect 
has been a reduction in inven- 
tories, but several other advan- 
tages emerge along with the re- 
duction in inventories. Faster 
stock turnover occurs, retail buy- 
ing risk is decreased, markdowns 
are reduced, storage is cut, and 
capital is released. A faster stock 
turnover derives not only from 
small but frequently replenished 
inventories but from better stock 
selection also. The following ex- 
ample illustrates: 


Piincresse smaller inventories. 


The wide acceptance of air 
freight by the shoe industry was 
explained . . . by a prominent re- 
tailer who said if he had a dollar 
for every customer who entered his 
store and left without buying, he 
would be a rich man. In his efforts 
to become a rich man, he has now 
enlisted the assistance of air- 
freight. Where previously he had 
attempted to guess at his demand 


and stock accordingly in the aver- 
age sizes, he now with the same 
number of pairs carries many more 
sizes with less depth in stock, and 
orders more frequently by air. In 
this way he can please more people 
and his added sales are far in ex- 
cess of his freight costs. This re- 
tailer deals largely in staple styles. 
In the ladies’ shoe field where style 
is such a dominant factor, the bene- 
fits are even greater. 


Reduces buying risks. Examples 
similar to the above could be re- 
cited in relation to all types of 
fashion goods. The reduction of 
risk in high-fashion buying has 
become one of the reasons for us- 
ing air transport in the fashion 
goods field. If buying mistakes 
can be reduced, the need for mark- 
downs will also be much less. In 


the case of fashion goods bought 
well in advance, it is not unusual 
for markdowns to affect 30° of 
the stock. Since a markdown on 
one item means an upward adjust- 
ment in the price of others to off- 
set it, the consumer will benefit 
from a reduction of buying errors. 

Reduces storage space required. 
Smaller inventories also enable a 
reduction in the storage space re- 
quired. With the assistance of air 
cargo, the retailer in the fashion 
trades keeps his inventory on dis- 
play. The need for reserve stocks 
is reduced to a minimum. The pro- 
ducer, using materials that qualify 
as air candidates, may also shift 
part of the storage burden back 
upon his source of supply. Also, 
it should be pointed out that if the 
consumer comes to expect a con- 
tinuous supply of fresh merchan- 
dise, there may be hesitancy to 
buy in advance. A lady patroniz- 
ing a shop which is in daily con- 
tact with New York may hesitate 
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until the day before Easter to buy 
a new hat. 

In the case of perishable food 
products, the benefits from a re- 
duction in storage would perhaps 
be greatest. This is true in view 
of the fact that so many food per- 
ishables require special storage 
facilities. Where refrigeration is 
necessary, it becomes an added 
cost. The loss through deteriora- 
tion is high and quality tends to 
diminish with time. Both mer- 
chant and consumer realize bene- 
fits from the rapid transportation 
of perishables coupled with fre- 
quent deliveries. 


Releases capital. The above 
economies were mentioned in rela- 
tion to a reduction in inventories. 
Also mentioned was the fact that 
a reduction in inventories releases 
capital for other purposes. Capital 
freed in this way may be used to 
expand the market or to serve the 
present market with a better vari- 
ety of goods. Although much of 
the discussion of inventory reduc- 
tion concerns fashion goods, ex- 
amples are plentiful in the indus- 
trial field. The following case is 
illustrative of a manufacturer's 
capitalization upon air transport 
to reduce inventory and to release 
capital: 

A lingerie manufacturer in Green- 
ville, Texas, had been using surface 
transportation for shipments of 
nylon fabric from New York to his 
factory. Delivery averaged six or 
seven days. In order to produce 
fashion goods on time, he had to 
tie up working capital in raw ma- 
terial. If he were caught short 
without enough materia! to fill a 
rush order, he would have to lose 
business by refusing the order- or 
order fabrie-wait for delivery, and 
work overtime to finish the gar- 
ments. Finally he decided to use 
airfreight to fly the fabric from 
New York to Texas. He saved 

mtinued on Page 31) 
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Plan Air Cargo Base at Islip, 
Carriers Reported Interested 


ISLIP, L. I.—Extensive plans have been made to convert MacArthur Airpori 
which, during the last war, had been used as an auxiliary to Mitchell Field, into 
an airfreight terminal that would serve New York City and the airport’s surround. 
ing communities. Since MacArthur has been helping unburden some of the crowd- 
ing that had been troubling both La Guardia and International Airports by the 
virtual closing down of Newark, the development of these plans appear to be the 


logical extension of its present service. 

Back in 1943-44, the airport had been 
used by special branches of the Armed 
Forces for combined air-groun] maneuvers. 
Since then, it has been used, as it is now, 
by Island Air Ferries, a cargo plane outfit, 
Sperry’s plant #2, and Cities Service air 
fleet. The plans to enlarge the usefulness of 
MacArthur called for the granting of op- 
tions on 14 acres of property to Airport 
Industries. The surrounding 139 acres of 
land were purshased for the development of 
light industry. 

According to Islip Town Supervisor, Vern 
L. Furman, a survey taken has proved that 
the best interests of both Islip and New 
York would be served by a project such as 
this. “The plan,” said Furman, “will give 
the New York metropolitan area one of the 
most advanced cargo handling terminals in 
the country and will prove to be one of the 
most forward and progressive moves of the 
township.” 

For the 139 acres purchased—all of them 
beyond Smithtown Avenue—Airport Indus- 
tries plans to construct warehouses and 
workshops on part of the land and to try to 
influence “good, clean light industry” to 
build factories on the remaining portion. 

Many of the major airlines have been ap- 
proached concerning MacArthur Airport 
and its use as a cargo terminal. Although 
none would at present commit themselves. 
the airlines are still reported to be “inter- 
ested’ in the project. 


Tots’ Jets Fly Overseas; 
Baby Chicks Go to Italy 


NEW YORK—Keeping abreast of the 
air age, one firm here has devised a toy jet 
plane big enough to seat two children. It’s 
a dime operated ride similar to the me- 
chanical horses found outside super mar- 
kets in the United States. A shiny new 
batch of these jets were airfreighted by 
Conant Sales Company to Belgium via 
Sabena Belgian Airlines. 

Recently airfreighted also by Sabena was 
a shipment to Italy of 1200 Plymouth Rock 
baby chicks. Only about 11 hours old at the 
time of flight, the highly pedigreed “pas- 
sengers” were flown to a group of farmers 
near Milan engaged in improving the breed 
of their poultry. 


+ ‘ 

Freighter OK'd by ARB 

LONDON—Operators of the MK 31 Bris- 
tol Freighter, England’s huge air cargo 
transport, have all learned that the Air 
Registration Board here has cleared the 
plane for operation at an all-up weight of 
44,000 pounds. This represents an increase 
of 2000 pounds, and is certainly good 
news, the operators feel. 


INCREASE 
YOUR 
PROFITS 


No. 4 


NWA Flies Rush Shipment 


TOKYO—A special Northwest Airlines 
DC-4 Skyfreighter flew an emergency ship- 
ment of 13,250 pounds of insecticide to 
save Japan’s rice crop. Due to the nature 
of the shipment, the plane was shifted 
from its normal route via Seattle-Tacoma 
and Anchorage to the quicker “Great 
Circle” route via Alaska and the Aleutian 
Islands from Minnesota. The potent in- 
secticide was sent by the American Trad- 
ing Company, in New York. 


Gift Flown to Churchill 


LONDON—A gift to Great Britain’s 
Prime Minister, Winston Churcill, consist- 
ing of 17 species of tropical fish, was sent 
by Irving Straus, president of the West- 
chester Aquarium at White Plains. The fish, 
some 70 in all, were flown here by BOAC 
in a six gallon tank. Collecting fish, it ap- 


BUFFALO—For the better and more 
efficient method of moving airfreight, a 
brand new, modern airfreight terminal 
has been opened here by American Air- 
lines. The terminal was constructed so 
that the airline can guarantee next-day 
delivery to points within 1500 miles from 
this point, two-day delivery to the West 
Coast and three-day delivery to Mexico. 

In his speech at the opening of the 
terminal, American’s president, C. R. Smith 
predicted that the airline’s cargo business, 
which constitutes at present 6 to 8% of 
its total business, will increase to 33% 
within 10 years. The building of this 


= eS 


terminal at the ‘air cargo gateway’ be- 
tween eastern and western United States 
and the United States and Canada is 
expected to aid considerably in the car- 
rier’s expansion. 

Airfreight originating here is put aboard 
a conveyor belt at the terminal and carried 
inside the building. There it is separated 
quickly according to destination and later 
placed aboard the out-bound aircraft. The 
entire operation is completed within just 
a few minutes. 

AA, incidentally, took the lead away 
from Slick Airways in the carriage of air 
cargo during the oil strike last May, when, 
with its larger reserves it became the 
nation’s prime cargo 


Ocroser 1952—Pace lf 


. — . SP eee 2 : 
a . ~ pal . 
q : ra i 4 4 } Bs 
U i 4 N j i ( BS \ oo ay oP an 
My A » s 
3 4. ES orl 
~— $r\ b a “in ag 
— ~ GEG, U. 5. PAT. OFF) sein “le a : 
a ae ~ t | 
VOL. 21 _ = 
ERNE NR RET RS A a TT: 
_ 3 
oy : 
ak pears, is one of Mr. Churchill's hobbies. Bete 
‘9 TERMINAL AT BUFFALO i 
é z q LO eae ee aT a — a 
in gia Ch. eS | 
. : . ay eet AAP + AmIMES j 
By P t , far % Ae ge 
| Sb LZ 
a ines ae \e ea, % . gins ee : 2 aioe ‘ ‘ : 7 
re: a 2 Le mi ae Sm se 3 
¥ inti #2 CU on Se I Beas =e 
Be -_ Bien. Sag = ee ae eee t “bis Ps ; 
oe oo Le ee Oe ¢ ‘ 
Pa B44 +3 eS A) aes ~ eee aur: neat” : iv" _ 
- Peat eR arg ~ on Use id a 
nee “nee sce c™ ar Joes aad 
Pa * Sani ao L ha Recs, ia a ora 7 ee 7 
; 33 iN 
r " mm. e 
e 
| _ | - ; _ 
_ | 
| ee 
a ee 
oie “ : 2 : : — _— " — 


Cargo Elevator Developed 


BURBANK—New boon to carge handlers 
is Lockheed Aircraft’s Aerolift, the mobile 
cargo elevator that recently has been 
ordered by both the USAF and the Navy. 
The Aerolift is a 10 feet by 10 feet square 
elevator platform that can rise from six 
inches to 12 feet, or from the ground to 
the floor of any cargo plane. Load capacity 
has been increased from 10,000 pounds to 
13,000. Power unit for the elevator is 
merely an electric hoisting winch and cable 
drum, and the power may come from the 
| airplane itself. One of the interesting fea- 
ne Ss Oe fot Oe oe aS 
crescent wrench and p! lastic mallet, can 
assemble or oes the unit in about 
30 minutes or less. It can easily fit into 
most cargo planes for transshipment which 


TWAT’S THE THIRD TIME CORRECT, MR. HUARISA. THE Re pe eee 
THEY'VE BUMPED OUR AIR FLYING TIGERS HANDLE AIR FREIGHT ONLY. have come in for its Super Constellation, 
FREIGHT FOR PASSENGERS. a (IT ALWAYS FLIES FIRST CLASS WITH USI the popular cargo-passenger aircraft that 
CALL THE FLYING TIGERS! $ can, when necessary, be converted into an 
| all-cargo plane in as little as four hours. 
The recent purchasers are KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines, Lineas Aeropostal Venezo- 
lana( LAV), and Trans-Canada Air Lines. 


BOAC's Problems Solved 


LONDON—Despite the recent oil strike 
that necessarily had curtailed 13% of its 
i British Overseas Airways Corp. 
was still able to carry an increase of 26% 
in its air cargo activities. During that time 
also, BOAC enjoyed a 30% increase in pas- 
senger traffic. 

New to BOAC’s cargo handlers was the 
recent shipment of a female rhinocerous, 
the airline’s first. Weighing over one ton, 
the docile animal made the 7000 mile trip 
from Assam, — ge it had been 
. captured, back here to London Zoo 

ee THANKS, JOHN, FOR =~) | aboard a York Freighter. She presented 

YOUR OVERNIGHT SERVICE Is aay SHIPPING BY FLYING TIGERS. - more of a problem to the handlers than they 

TERRIFIC! WE'LL SAVE A BIG ORDER ° THEY SURE GOT US OVER did to her, but she reached the Zoo in 
BECAUSE OF THE FLYING TIGERS! , THE HUMP! : excellent condition. 


AIR FREIGHT IS 1-2-3 / 
— Fant gentyn net va All-Cargo Flights Resumed 

“ DEFENSE HAS A : ; NEW YORK—Still another carrier, this 

HIGHER PRIORITY! ar , time Trans World Airlines, has found it 

, , necessary to operate all-cargo flights over 

| the North Atlantic. Currently departing 

| once a week from Idlewild, TWA’s C-54 

Sky Freighters now carry just cargo be- 
tween this city and Paris. 

Actually, the all-cargo flights mark the 
resumption of a service that had been sus- 
pended some years ago, when TWA sent its 
| cargo planes to help in the Korean airlift. 

Now, while still participating in the Pacific 

shuttle, the carrier has resumed its all-cargo 
| activities. Last year, the carrier had oper- 
| ated 12,550,000 cargo ton miles on its inter- 
NOW SERVING THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST! With Regularly Scheduled Service national routes. This figure, says TWA, 
to and from Seattle, Weshington; Tacoma, Washington; and Portland, Oregon. represents an increase of 21% over 1950. 
With the inception of all-cargo service, how- 
ever, these increases are expected to go still 


. . wes es igher. 
* Write for “THE AIR FREIGHT WAY TO Approval has been granted TWA by the 
' | Civil Aeronautics Board on the agreement 


involving this airline with Ozark Airlines 
relating to intercompany arrangements. 


ACE AIR FREIGHT CO., INC. 


NATIONWIDE FORWARDING 
Door to Door 
For gaat to Goxtnge 


¢ CFE CC ' Ss VO" 144 W. 19th 
: . ears ee — NEW ak {- “.Y. 
OFFICES IM PRINCIPAL CITIES - GENERAL OFFICES: LOCKHEED AIR TERMINAL, BURBANK 8, CALIFORNIA - CABLE: FLYTIGER OR 15-4222 
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AIRDOM 


Richard Malkin 


Consulting Editer 
Air Transportation 4 


WE. LL, this is the month AIR TRANS. 
PORTATION reaches its tenth birth- 
day. I mention this with particular 
sonal le because, as regular pel 
know, recat as managing editor of this 
periodical from its second through ninth 
years, I imagine that, on an anniversary, 
one somehow — license to reminisce 
—so why not no 

When I first ined AIR TRANSPOR- 
TATION, World War II still was being 
fought, and the cause of commercial air 
cargo was a glimmer in the eyes of a few 
(very few) and the subject of derision by 
many (very many). The argument rampant 
in those days was that military airfreight 
was successful because the Army and Navy 
had no mind for economy; that it was a 
mistake to believe that commercial freight 
could be flown profitably, because it just 
wasn’t ible. 

“Shoemaker, stick to your last,” they 
said in effect. “Stay in the passenger busi- 
ness. That’s where the money will be.” 

But we on AIR TRANSPORTATION 
believed otherwise. We were fortunate 
enough to be publishing additional busi- 
ness magazines which dealt with the other 
forms of transportation— sea, rail, and 
motor truck. We knew the history of sur- 
face transportation; we knew that the 
passenger business was only a drop in the 
bucket in comparison to the total volume 
attracted by each form of transportation. 
If this was true of the steamer, railcar, 
and motor carrier, then why not the air- 
freighter as well? But those were the 
days of wise, supercilious smiles and nega- 
tive shakes of the head; those were the 
davs of rank disbelief. 

I remember well how John Budd and 
I used to attend industry press conferences 

-sometimes four and five a week. Invari- 
ably it would be Budd who popped a 
question or two concerning the future of 

(Continued on Page 16) 


All-Cargo Service Planned 


‘ mal ated oa the demand for addi- 
jiona reight service to Europe, the 
Middle East and the Belgian Congo Soumes 
ing, Sabena Belgian Airlines has announced 
the inauguration of a weekly all-cargo ser- 
vice. To be started “in the very near fu- 
ture,” this service will have direct connec- 
tions with Sabena’s cargo planes’ network 
to these areas. 

Prior to the issuing of this announcement, 
the carrier had operated special all-cargo 
flights out of New York Serenetional Ale Air- 
port and over the Atlantic during August. 
Presumably, the success of this operation 
was instrumental in the proposed establish- 
ment of all-cargo servivee by Sabena. 

Orders Freight Plane 

In keeping with its plans for all-cargo 
service, the airline has announced also that 
it had ordered two Douglas DCA Lift- 
masters. The all-cargo transports will be 
delivered to Sabena by August, 1954. This 
order is the second to be placed for this 
transport by a European airline; the other 
belonging to KLM. Sabena, incidentally, 
reports that 195]’s total cargo volume was 
76% higher than 1950's, and that it repre- 
sented 36.8% of the airline’s traffic. 


Air Writer Starts Anew 


eee GERMANY—Former Ger- 
man representative, before World War Il, 

of several American and aecessory manu- 
facturers, Wilhelm Hanuschke has ag 
i or 


vali representation in Europe. 
Survivor of the Nazi regime, Hanuschke 

was a pioneer of German aviation and a 

friend of the Wright Brothers, with whom 
had during their 


His offices, now in this city, were formerly 
located in Berlin. 


FASTEST AIR TRANSPORTATION 
TO CUBA FROM MIAMI (FLA.) 


USACUBA EXPRESO 
20th St. 


Miaml, Fla. 
Phones: 64-1815 or 87-0971 


OVER THE ATLANTIC 


Scheduled Freight 


Service between New York 
and All Europe, Africa, 
Middie and Far East. 


Tame is Money on Your Books 
Flights Plus Daily 1S 


is more important 
y than ever foes 


2. Speed means faster col- 
lection of letters of credit 


3. Speed eliminates 
excess inventory 


FOR INFORMATION CALL YOUR FREIGHT FORWARDER 
Dutch 572 Fifth Ave- 


ork 


Angeles, San Francisco, Washi: 


phia, Boston, Montreal 


Fastest cargo service fo 


© Delp cans conics by Come atene See 
cargo service every weekend 

© Ack aheut Punagre’s low-eunee Gites. 

@ Large or small shipments to Panama*, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Argentina. 

@ Call Panagra’s U.S. Sales Agent, Pan American 
World Airways, or your Freight Forwarder. 


PANAGRA 


ONLY U.S. AIRLINE WITH 24 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN SOUTH AMERICA 


‘*Miami to Panama over the routes of Pon American World Airways, 
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ae famous aviation library, he is still con- 

pS sidered the dean of German aviation tek 

Pi writers; most of his technical reports and 

= articles having appeared in most scientific 

journals and newspapers throughout Europe. 

: He is also a designer of successful aircraft. 
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The numbered paragraphs below correspond with the numbers appearing 
in the coupon on this page. To order one or more pieces of literature, 
or other types of material, at absolutely no charge to you or your firm, 
just encircle the corresponding number in the coupon, fill in the required 
information, and mail it in. Air Transportation will do the rest of the job. 


A handsome, illustrated booklet con- 

taining all the information on the 
new hydraulic lift trucks developed for 
easy handling of heavy loads. 16 full pages 
of facts and pictures. 


Handy little chart which ¢ives air 
parcel post rates for all eight postal 
zones in the United States. 


Speed .. . in Photo and Fact, another 
of the interesting booklets depicting 
the particular values of air express. 


24 catalog in color illustrating 
4 ag A line of Barrett hand lift 
trucks. Well illustrated. 


5 Pictorial progress during 50 years in 

the life of the American Box Com- 
y, manufacturers of wooden and wire- 
und boxes and crates. 


Sample back number of the American 
Import & Export Bulletin, giving 


news of developments in the foreign trade 
industry. Covers Customs, Commerce, 
Agriculture, Treasury, and State Depart- 
ments thoroughly. Reports on changes in 
laws, rules, regulations, etc. 


Illustrated and fully described in a 

six-page folder are facts for the ship- 
per and packer interested in strapping, 
seals, tensioners, sealers and accessories. 
The products are for banding all types of 
packages, bales, boxes, pallets. 


Bulletin 5191, illustrates and briefly 

describes the principal units in an 
expanded line of industrial trucks and 
tractors. complete line is graphically 
presented in this attractive, four-page 
folder. 

Here’s a handy gadget being distrib- 

uted by a prominent freight forward- 
ing firm. It’s a combination key ring and 
auto license holder which fits neatly into 
your pocket. 


Less Wait! 
Less Crate! 
Less Weight! 


CRATED 


FOR 
RFACE 
SeLiveRy 


Reduce the Tare...Ship by Air! 


And you'll save time and money in getting it there. 


Shipments via Slick Airfreight require less crating and packing ... often 


none at all... than surface methods. 


You'll save big money in crating labor and materials, and time .. . lots 
of it... because airfreight methods require less handling and provide 


overnight delivery coast to coast. 


Reduce both wear and fare on your shipments....Ship the Slick Way! 


Slick airways ine. 


General Offices: Burbank, California 


A CERTIFICATED SCHEDULED AIRFREIGHT CARRIER * OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 


Pace 14—Air TrRANnsportation—Air Commerce 


1 Both entertaining and educational, 
a 20-minute color and sound film 
is available to clubs, schools, business 
groups and television stations. It shows 
how business airplanes help industrial 
leaders save time. Highly informative. 
1 1 A new eight-page specification 
booklet listing the advantages of 
the new fork lift trucks. Dimension draw- 
ings ae their maneuverability ; aoe 
specifications comparisons with other 
trucks. Complete in every detail. 
12 How To Help Your Post Office 
Help You, a new booklet, copiously 
illustrated and designed to help accelerate 
postal service whenever necessary. It will 
prove timely and valuable to parcel post 
a a ee 
tter 


1 For those whose trucks are a vital 
part of their business, a new, 
large, 16-page booklet is ready to help 
keep them rolling. Fifty-one illustrations 
with explanatory text will show you how 
to prevent truck failures save on over- 
haul expenses. 
1 Literature describing a new-type 
g d tape disp which is 
operated like a telephone dial, measuring 
and cutting the tape accurately while 
moistening it. 
1 5 A catalogue and descriptive book- 
let dealing with the classification, 
design and operating requirements of in- 
strument bearing is now available. Intended 
for instrument engineers only, Booklet AIB 
gives descriptive details and dimensional 
data for a full line of instrument ball 
bearings. Highly technical and illustrated. 
1 Units of Weight and Measure. 
Definitions, and Tables of Equiva- 
lents—a valuable 68-page book for all ship- 
andsomely put up with leatherette 


1 An attractive and valuable wall 

chart in color, showing the proper 
procedures in storing gummed tape, the 
use of automatic dispensers, and the appli- 
cation of gummed tap. Should be on the 
walls of all shipping departments. Illus- 
trations tell the story in a glance. 


19 Complete information concerning 

five new fork lift trucks is now 
available for all shippers interested in im- 
proving their line of trucks with an eye 
toward speed, efficiency and maneuver- 
ability. 


20 Condensed catalogue #11 offers a 

complete line of scales for every 
industrial need. It’s a handy, illustrated 
reference for scales that record weights 
from 1/64th of an ounce to 300 tons. 


H. G. OLLENDORFF, INC. 
Foreign F Forwarders 
FORWARDERS FMB No. 6! 


35 S. William St., New York, N. Y. 
Phone: WHitehall 3-3350 
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2 Quite often shippers turn tourists, 
and if they've a mind to go to 
South America, Braniff has put out a 
sumptuous, multicolored folder that should 
prove helpful. Beautifully executed to whet 
anyone’s appetite for South America. 


24 A job study showing how an 

Albany manufacturer of cleaning 
products increased plant capacity 400% 
with a carefully planned integrated han- 
dling system. 


Of the Cuff, an informational 

magazine prod by a leading 
manufacturer of materials handling equip- 
ment. Well illustrated. 


26 Descriptive brochure on the brand 
new book, Boxcars in the Sky, 
which tells the thrilling story of commer. 
cial and military air cargo, from A to Z. 
This volume is the first of its kind pub 
anywhere. 


28 Your Foreign Shipping Handbook, 

a descriptive booklet, in color, 
issued by the Foreign Trafic Department 
of American Express. Introduces in graphic 
form the various services of the company’s 
international shipping setup. 


3 Gourmet Guide to Good Living in 

South America—a 55-page book- 
let which presents the business air trav- 
eler with all the necessary know-how re- 
lating to foods, restaurants, hotels, clubs, 
etc. 


31 What to Expect from Wirebounds 

—an attractive booklet which pre- 
sents the construction principles of wire- 
a boxes nd crates. Includes 24 case 
studies. 


3 The Picture Book jor Parcel Post 
Shippers — an illustrated booklet 
explaining econemies in metered parcels. 


3 TWA’s Air Freight Fact File, 
which includes route map, air 
freight office phones, rates, etc. 


3 4 C i D tary Require. 

ments and Charges, as prepared by 
one of the leading air freight forwarding 
firms. Valuable for international shippers. 


3 Latest issue of Industrial Review 

which highlights the advantages 
gained through the use of a certain special- 
ized packing tape. 


3 Latest issue of a valuable 
which includes many useful tips on 


Three Order Viscounts 


LONDON—Gaining in popularity, the 
new Viscount, turbo-prop airliner, has al- 
ready been ordered by three European air- 
lines. Great Britain itself will have the first 
of a fleet of 28 in active service by early 
1953. The three airlines who have ordered 
this plane are British European Airways, 
Air France and Aer Lingus. 

Maximum payload for the Viscount is 
listed at 12,900 pounds. Approximately 
5100 pounds will be allotted for baggage 
and air cargo, since the Viscount is a com- 
bination cargo-passenger plane. The plane’s 
prototype has been flying for two years, 
with sufficient evidence to show that its 
direct operational cost is almost the same 
as that of the comparable piston-engine air- 
craft. Its economical operating height is 
about 28,000 feet. Maximum cruising speed 
is listed at 336 mph. 


the use of steel strapping in i 
shipments. Well Gerenede aera 


A chart showing step-by-step in- 
37 structions for sealing Vs and W 
cartons with tape to meet Government 
specifications. Ten steps are depicted. In- 
cludes sealing a carton’s innerliner and 
outer seams, and covering and protecting 
carton labels. A handy reference. 


39 Peggy and Mado, an unusual 
J comic-type booklet which does a 
terrific job explaining how a four-week 
vacation can be spent in France. 


Latest issue ot Handling Materials 
41 Illustrated which offers actual case 
histories to those who are engaged in the 
handling of various types of shipments. 


Here’s the very latest issue of the 
43 New York State Airport Map and 
Directory. This is a revision of the last 
map offered in these columns. 


4A Bi AES See bee aon 
tt shipper has to know a 

tariffs. This — = is desi 

to simplify the ing o ts necessary 

for shipping. Approved by the CAB. 


Enlarges Airfreight Holds 


VANCOUVER, B. C.—Modifications have 
been underway since July 3rd on a fleet of 
DCs in order to improve air cargo service 
facilities. The transports belong to British 
Commonwealth Pacific Airlines an associate 
of BOAC, and the modifications will allow 
an additional 1200 pounds of airfreight to 
be loaded on each plane. 

Other improvements, besides the enlarg- 
ing of the rear cargo compartment, will in- 
clude the fitting of Hamilton standard pro- 
pellers, which will increase the take-off 
weight of the DC-6s from 93,200 pounds to 
95,200, according to BCPA’s general mana- 
ger, Captain A. A. Barlow. The airline 
operates its routes from Vancouver and San 
Francisco via Honolulu, Canton Island and 
Fiji to Australia and New Zealand. 


ihe 


we 


Repeats Packaging Course 


NEW YORK -—— Columbia University’s 
graduate course on Package Engineering, 
given for the first time last year, is again 
being offered in the fall semester. This year, 
as last year, fourteen recognized authorities 
comprise the roster of lecturers, and pro- 
vide complete, well-balanced and impartial 
coverage of the packaging field. Credits for 
the course may be applied toward a degree. 


ROBERTS, REILLY & SONS 
AIR FREIGHT FORWARDERS 
CUSTOMS BROKERS 
Serving Both of New York's Airports 
Recognized by 
International Air Transport Association 
Office: 120-82 Queens Bivd., Kew Gardens, N. Y. 

FMB No. 126 PHONE: Liggett 4-2500 


—— t. 
Let people you can trust move your international 
shipments, both air and ocean, export and import. 
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AIRDOM 


(Continued from Page 13) 


commercial airfreight. This would bring 
knowing smiles from the rest of the press 
delegation, for it was a standing joke that 
Budd never passed up an opportunity to 
get in a plug for airborne freight. 1 guess 
they thought him pretty much of a char- 
acter, like the man with the sandwich 
sign parading up and down the avenue 
denouncing Wall Street. Not that Budd 
denounced the passenger business. Far 
from that! He only attempted to bring 
to the bigwigs’ attention that they were 
missing an important bet by ignoring 
freight. 

The aviation press, too, didn’t appear 
to have strong ideas on the subject. 1 
recall an incident which took place during 
a party thrown by SAS. One of my 
friends, a respected aviation editor, leaned 
over in the midst of the festivities and 
said into my ear: 

“Why don’t you fellows get wise to 
yourselves? Why buck the industry? 
Push passengers and you'll double your 
advertising overnight.” 

Unfortunately, | never kept a boxscore 
on the previous opinions of some of our 
industry leaders—big names, whose faces 
occcasionally grace the pages of such im- 
portant magazines as Fortune, Business 
Week, Time, Newsweek, and the like. 
Would those faces be red today! Boy! 

When the nonskeds came and the freight 
business began to flourish, AIR TRANS- 
PORTATION naturally espoused their 
cause—not because they were nonskeds, 
but for the reason that they were going 
about their business in a dynamic manner 


and developing a new airfreight industry 
at the same time. That this editorial view- 
point hit AIR TRANSPORTATION in 
its pocketbook is an old and sad fact. 
One executive accused the publication of 
being anti-airline—an accusation that was 
as dangerous as it was stupid. (Incident- 
ally, that airline still does very little about 
its cargo business). There were several 
others who dove off the same silly spring- 
board, all this reacting unfavorabiy on the 
magazine's finances. 

in private, off-the-record conversation 
with numerous cargo officials, they decried 
the various attitudes of the airlines they 
represented; but, unanimously, they were 
forced into a what-can-/-do attitude. Their 
hands were tied by company policy. 

Now, let’s not tar everyone with the 
same brush. It should be mentioned here 
and now that there were a few big carriers 
willing to plug the future of air cargo at 
a time when commercial freight was nearly 
nonexistent. This was during wartime 
when military freight had top priority. 
These carriers included Pan Am, Panagra, 
American, TWA, and United. 

Eventually, the negative attitude was 
altered to a certain degree. The new line 
became something like this 

“Yes, I guess freight will be a money- 
maker. But we can’t go all-out just now. 
Maybe a little later.” 

Well, when the Slicks and Flying Tigers 
and Seaboard & Westerns began to accom- 
plish what the guys in the industry used 
to say couldn’t be done, the new situation 
forced the feeding of a jet-propulsion pill 
to the rest of the industry. Result: a fast- 
growing airfreight industry of which Amer- 
ica can be proud. 

Of course, there still remain lots of hard 
knots to be untied; a myriad tangles to 


be unraveled—but finally the industry is 
on the right track. x 

Looking back over a decade, it’s easy to 
see that AIR TRANSPORTATION was 
in the thick of a good fight. At press 
conferences, the boys no longer laugh 
when the conversation turns to cargo. 
After what the commercial airfreighters 
accomplished in support of the Berlin and 
Korea Airlifts, how could they even crack 
a smile? So the character becomes the 
sage—that’s about the long and short of it. 

1 think there may be quite a few air- 
line men around who will concede that 
when AIR TRANSPORTATION  cele- 
brates its twentieth birthday, the cargo- 
planes will be earning more revenue for 
the carriers than the plush jobs hauling 
wea through domestic and foreign 

ies. 


Fly Birds to Miomi 


MIAMI—The famous Parrot Jungle here 
has just received a 3000-pound shipment of 
tropical parrots and Hill Myna_ birds. 
Originally from Australia and Singapore, 
the birds were flown to New York from Los 
Angeles by Slick Airways and then flown 
here by U. S. Airlines. The entire shipment 
was consigned to Air Express International 
Agency for clearance and fast service. 


BARIAN SHIPPING COMPANY, INC. 


29 Broadway, New York 4, N. Y. 
Phones: BOwling Green 9-4667-8-9 


FORWARDERS FMB Ne. 28 


MANILA 
36 HOURS 


highway to 


* Direct to Manila — ‘Crossroads of the Orient."* Rapid trans-shipment to Japan, 


profits 


Hong Kong, Okinawa, Formosa, Australia, Indonesia and Malaya. Regular 
schedules to India, the Middle East and Europe. 


% Fast and Dependable — Only 36 hours total time from San Francisco; de- 
pendable DC-6's; reliable, on-time schedules. 


% Low Cost — Bulk rates save up to 25%; low specific commodity rates for 


INDO-CHINA 
—>—— MANILA from USA. 


For complete information Cargo 
nalwnemane 


PHILIPPINE AIR Lines 


SAN FRANCISCO*NEW YORK * CHICAGO * WASHINGTON, D.C.* LOS ANGELES+ HONOLULU 
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CAB Authorizes Cargo Service, 
Latin America-U.S. To Benefit 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Scheduled all-cargo service between the United States 


and points in Central and South America has been authorized by the Civil Aero- 
nautics Board. The route, to be operated for five years, has been awarded to a 
large irregular carrier called Aerovias Sud Americana, based at St. Petersburg, 


Florida. 


As authorized for Aerovias, service will be provided between Tampa-St. Peters- 
burg and Havana; Merida, in Mexico; Balize, Honduras; Guatemala City; San 
Salvador; Balboa, C. Z.; and the terminal point, Bogota, Colombia. 


Both Aerovias and Skytrain Airways, 
which had applied to the CAB for authori- 
zation to fly cargo service between New Or- 
leans and Central and South American 
points (decision, however, was deferred) , 
had the opportunities for further 
development of cargo service with Latin 
America. Each had conducted “exploratory” 
operations as irregular carriers for more 

four years, without the benefit of mail 
Pay support. 

According to the CAB, it has been clearly 
shown that there is an increasing use for 
air cargo transportation for “strengthening 
existing commercial ties and stimulating 
the creation of new enterprises.” Further- 
more, claimed the Board, airfreight trans- 
portation in Latin America is “still in an 

ryonic stage.” Government support has 
not been asked by Aerovias, on the evident 
assumption that previously untapped 
sources of air cargo will afford sufficient 
revenue for the carrier. 


Congratulations 


YRODYNE COMPANY OF 
AMERICA: Re-elected to the board 
of directors of this firm were: Peter J. 
Papadakos president; E. J. Huber, vice 
president-customer relations; Rear Ad- 
miral James D. Barner (USN, Ret.), vice 
president-military relations; and D. _ 
MacVicar, vice p fact 
Gyrodyne is the maker of coaxial heli 
copters and convertiplanes. 

Lockheed: Elected a vice president, 39- 
year-old Burt C. Monesmith has been with 
the organization since the early part of 
1946. Prior to that, he had spent 12 years 
with the Douglas Aircraft Company, at 
Tulsa. His full title is vice president and 
manufacturing manager. Monesmith is a 
native of Iowa. 


Panagra: Formerly general counsel for 
the Department of Defense and legal ad- 
viser to Defense Secretaries Forrestal, 
Johnson and Marshall, Felix E. Larkin 
has now been named a director of this 
airline. Panagra, incidentally, received the 
National Safety Council’s Aviation Safety 
Award for having flown eight years with- 
out an accident. Panagra’s president, An- 
drew B. Shea, accepted the award. 

Philippine Air Lines: From his post 
as assistant general operations manager, 
Captain Roberto Lin has been changed 
over to the post of cnlaats general traffic 
and sales manager. Captain Renato L. 
Barretto, chief pilot of PAL’s inter-island 
— stepped into Lin’s vacated posi- 


Transocean Air Lines: Many changes 
have taken place within the organization 
lately. Among these has been the election 
of Earle T. Parrish as comptroller and 
Sherwood A. Nichols as a vice president 
and administrator. The former had been 
a supervisor for Chevrolet, and the latter 
secretary and director of TAL, as well as 
one of its original founders. Mrs. Betty 
Berens has been named assistant to the 
president, and Francis Jones, administra- 
tive assistant to the president, is now also 
contract administrator. He has also been 
named treasurer of Aircraft Engineering 
& Maintenance Company, subsidiary of 
TAL. 

Trans World Airlines: The board of 
ane | in Los Angeles has elected John 

» Weller a vice president. He had been 

t vice presid of TWA since 
April, 1951, having joined the airline back 
in 1945. Weller served in the Navy dur- 
ing the last war, and holds a Master’s 
Degree in Transportation from Yale. 
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to develop 


executive leadership qualities 


a practical, down-to-earth gui 
oe is 5 paciceh aed « demiiel ds 
cussion of the 10 most important factors 
for building real leadership ebility. It tells 
you how to: 1) amalyze yourself; 2) 
streamline your mind; 3) be a pleasure to 
work with; 4) grow as a speaker; 5) 
improve your reading habits; 6) master 
the interview; 7) conduct excellent con- 
ferences; 8) be a good psychologist; 9) 
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VRO CANADA: An investment of 

$3,000,000 as a token of confidence in 
this company’s future was made recently by 
the Hawker Siddeley Group, thus bringing 
the total investment up to $10,000,000. Avro 
Canada at present is engaged in defense 
work for the Canadian government, pro- 
ducing CF-100s and Orenda engines as 
well as other assignments. 

Northwest Airlines: Cargo ton mile 
figures recorded for July were up in all 
categories. Airfreight ton miles leaped from 
919,109 in July, 1951, to 972,574 a year 
later. Express ton miles also rose from 
140,638 in July, 1951, tw 151,940 in July, 
1952. Biggest of all the jumps, however, 
occurred in the carriage of mail, which 
rose over 60,000 miles. Net profit for all 
this activity, after provision for income 
taxes, amounted to $277,766 for July. 

Piasecki Helicopter Corp.: Sales 
amounted to $26,366,852 in 1951, more 
than four times the total brought in the 
previous year. By the end of last Decem 
ber, the firm’s backlog of unfilled orders 
came to $150,000,000 whereas it had been 
$60,000,000 by the end of the previous 
year. Federal and state income taxes, how- 
ever, had also gone up. from $162,000 to 
$456,000 in the course of a year. 

Seaboard & Western Airlines: Dur- 
ing the month of June, the airline’s fleet 
of DC4 Airtraders flew 602,248 revenue 
miles in 3073 hours of military and com- 
mercial operations. This represents an in- 
crease of 8% over flight activities for 
the previous June. Aircraft utilization av- 
eraged 13.6 hours per day. 

Slick Airways: After taxes, a net 
profit of $52,500 remained for June of 
this year. This marks a gain of $7500 
over the same month last year. With 
an average load factor of 87.3%, the all- 
eargo carrier’s Airfreighters carried 5.- 
885.071 revenue ton miles, an increase 
again over the figure recorded for the 
previous June, when the average load 
factor was 83.2%. Despite the steel strike 
that affected some shipments, the increases 
noted, Slick feels, are due to “the in- 
creasing general acceptance of airfreight 
for routine shipments.” 

United Air Lines: During July, an 
important month in the company’s history, 
air freight ton miles increased 41% over 
those chalked up the previous July. This 
made an increase of 7% over the figure 
for the previous month, which had been 
an exceptional one for the carrier. Further 
comparison between the two months re- 
vealed that mail was up 3% and pas- 
senger traffic down 2%. Airfreight ton 
miles flown this July came to 2,207,000. 


Mr. A. Tee Presents 
FACTS and FIGURES 


BRAUNER & CO. 
Foreign Freight Forwarders 
ec Customs Brokers 
FORWARDERS FMB No. 3% 


Recognized by: 
International Air Transport Association 


24 State Street, New York 4, N. Y. 
Phone: Digby 8-2475 


3-Decker Transport Plane 
Designed for Airfreight 


LONDON — Great Britain is expanding its 
air cargo fleet in anticipation of the growth 
of air cargo that many experts believe will 
parallel the growth of merchant shipping 
which, at the turn of the century, had 
brought so much prosperity to England. 
Newest among its plans is a three-deck 
freighter, a new version of Blackburn’s 
Universal Freighter, the 55 ton cargo giant 
that was designed to bring economic air- 
freighting facilities to the commercial enter- 
prises of the world. 

The new three-decker, however, will not 
be used immediately as an all-cargo trans- 
port. Its initial use will be as a cargo-pas- 
senger plane, with the top deck for pas- 
sengers and the two lower decks for cars, 
baggage, and airfreight. It has also been 
planned for military use. 

Despite the large load, this plane has 
heen designed for a shorter landing run 
than much smaller aircraft need. To be 
powered by four Bristol Centaurous piston 
engines, the three-decker cargo plane will 
be able to land and take off from a grass 
field if necessary. 


Raise Parce! Post Limits 


NEW YORK—Word has come from the 
post office that the weight limit for surface 
and air parcel post have been increased for 
the Western Zone of Germany and corre- 
sponding sectors of Berlin. The increase is 
from 22 to 44 pounds. The former weight 
still applies for parcel post addressed to 
the Seviet sectors of Berlin and Germany. 
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TEGUCIGALPA 


Flies Cargo Under Fire 


KOREA—Ability to carry cargo saf 
even while flying under unfavorable con- 
ditions has ably been demonstrated here by 
a Sikorsky H-19 helicopter. Operating from 
an island off the west coast, the ‘egg-beater’ 
flew 35 miles behind enemy lines to bring 
back a downed M1G-15 for intelligence 
inspection. With the help of hand grenades, 
the crew quickly dismantled the fighter, 
loaded it into the ’copter’s cargo hold and 
flew it back, braving enemy anti-aircraft 
fire that hit one of the rotor blades. The 
cargo, incidentally, made the H-19 1000 
pounds overweight, but both cargo and 
carrier arrived at their destination safely. 


° 

Transfer Office by Air 

PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD—Because 
officials of the Singer Sewing machine com- 
pany wanted their regional office more cen- 
trally located for working South American 
and Caribbean branches, the entire office— 
fixtures, equipment, supplies, et. al.—were 
completely airlifted to this city from San 
Juan. Flying time for the 633 mile transfer 
took only 63 hours or one weekend; the air- 
lift having been accomplished by a special 
Pan American World Airways cargo Clipper. 


Bauxite, Too 

Pan Am also came flying to the rescue of 
the bauxite industry in South America 
when, for several days, transshipments of 
the ore from Dutch Guiana were halted by 
a disabled tugboat. The rescue operation 
consisted of the rush of a new 2215 pound 
crankshaft from New York to Miami and 
finally to the disabled boat. Although the 
part flown was valued at more than $4000, 
it was infinitely more valuable to the crip- 
pled industry. 


J. 0. SMITH INTER-OCEAN INC. 
@ Customs Brokers @ Air Freight 
@ Foreign Freight Forwarders 
39 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 6, WN. Y. 
BOwling Green 9-2332 
Branch Offices—®. Y. international Airport 
Miami Int. Airo’t, 36 St., Ter. Bidg. P.0.B. 786 
FORWARDERS FMB Ne. 247 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


call TACA to expedite your air freight 

to ALL Central America. . . 

In NEW ORLEANS: 

~ TACA International Airlines, 

P. 0. Box 1346 - TUlane 4621 

In. NEW. YORK: 

; TACA International Airlines, 

| 19 Rector St - WHtehall 4.1455 

or the nearest 
Waterman Steamship Corporation Office 
General Agents for TACA in the U.S. A. 
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International Airline Cargo Rates 
(including U. S. possessions and territories) 


Air cargo rates quoted in this section refer only to points E—Eastern Air Lines 
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TA—TACA, International Air Lines 
T—Trans-Canada Air Lines 
TW—Trans World Airlines 
U—United Air Lines 
W—Western Air Lines 
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5:30 PM 


Program 


Seventh Annual Convention 
NATIONAL DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION 


HOTEL STATLER @© NEW YORK CITY © OCTOBER 26-29, 1952 


RR EPRESENTATIVES of both civil and military air transportation will play a prominent 
part in this year's convention. The latest developments in the field, the newest 


L 


goals to which this nation aspires, present achie ; a 


will all receive due attention from the speakers. Defense after all is both dependent 


cts for the future 


and active upon commercial enterprise, and all shippers, therefore, will find this year's 


Sunday, October 26, 1952 


Registration. 


Cocktail Reception sponsored by New York 
Chapter. 


Monday, October 27, 1952 


9:30 AM 


10:00 AM 


10:15 AM 


10:30 AM 


10:45 AM 


11:00 AM 


2:30 PM 
2:30 PM 


3:45 PM 


Cal! to Order. 

Invocation. 

Introduction by General Chairman Mr. 
L. W. Byrne, The Port of New York 
Authority. 

Welcome on behalf of the State of New 
York by Governor Thomas E. Dewey. 
Welcome on behalf of the City of New 
York by Mayor Vincent Impellitteri. 
Welcome on behalf of the Armed Forces 

by Admiral Walter S. Delany, USN, 

Commander, Eastern Sea Frontier. 

Colonel Melvin L. Craig, Retired, National 
President, National Defense Transporta- 
tion Association. 

Major General Frank A. Heileman, Chief 
of Transportation, Department of the 
Army. , 

Brig. General John P. Doyle, Director of 
Transportation, Department of the Air 
Force. 

Rear Admiral George R. Cooper, Asst. 
Chief of Naval Operations (Materiel), 
Department of the Navy. 

Honorable Karl R. Bendetsen, Under Sec- 
retary of the Army. 

Board of Directors Meeting. 

Panel Discussion—“Warehousing and Stor- 
age in Transit.” 

Chairman—Mr. L. J. Coughlin, Presi- 
dent, Bayway Terminal Corporation. 

Mr. Albert N. Drake, President, Lehigh 
Warehouse & Transportation Co. 

Captain J. W. Boundy, SC USN, Com- 
manding Officer, U. S. Naval Supply 
Depot. 

Mr. W. J. Honan, Asst. Frt. Traffic Mgr., 
The Baltimore & Ohio: Railroad Co. 

Panel Discussion——“Port Utilization.” 
Chairman—Mr. A. L. King, Director, 

Department of Marine Terminals, The 
Port of New York Authority. 

Major General Frank A. Heileman, Chief 
of Transportation, Department of the 
Army. 

Mr. J. Alex Crothers, Executive, Dela- 
ware River Joint Commission of Penn- 
sylvania and New Jersey (Brig. Gen- 
eral, USAR). 

Mr. Chester C. Thompson. President, 

American Waterways Operators, Inc. 


Convention of vital importance to him as a businessman and an American citizen. 


Commander Charles B. Heck, Bureau of 
Supplies & Accounts, Department of 
the Navy. 
5:30 PM Cocktail Reception sponsored by Freight 
Forwarders Institute. 


Tuesday, October 28, 1952 


9:30 AM-10:30 AM Freight Forwarders. 
Mr. Giles Morrow, Exec. Secy. & General 
Counsel, Freight Forwarders Institute. 
Military Traffic Service. 
Mr. Kenneth L. Vore, Director, Military 
Traffic Service. 
Bus Transportation. 
Mr. R. W. Budd, President, Great Lakes 
Greyhound Lines. 
10:30 AM-11:30 AMAir Transportation. 
Mr. Frank N. Piasecki, Chairman of the 
Board, Piasecki Helicopter Corpora- 
tion. 
Department of Commerce. 
Honorable Jack Garrett Scott, Under 
Secretary for Transportation, Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 
Rail Transportation. 
Mr. William White, President. New York 
Central System. 
11:30 AM-12:30 PMWater Transportation. 
Mr. Emmet J. McCormack, Vice Presi- 
dent, Moore-McCormack Lines, Inc. 
Defense Transport Administration. 
Honorable James K. Knudson, Adminis- 
trator, Defense Transport Administra- 
tion. 
Truck Transportation. 
Mr. Walter Belson, Director of Public 
Relations, American Trucking Asso- 
ciations. 
2:30 PM Sightseeing trip—New York City. 
2:30 PM Meeting of Board of Directors—-election 
of officers. 
8:00 PM Annual Banquet—Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 


Wednesday, October 29, 1952 
9:00 AM Meeting for Open Discussion. 
9:45 AM Voting on Resolutions. 
10:30 AM Address by newly elected President. 


11:00 AM-2:00 PM Trip around New York Harbor, including 
luncheon aboard—Adjournment. 


Tentative Meetings. 
Wednesday, October 29, 1952 


3:00 PM Short Meeting of Life Members. 

3:30 PM Short Meeting of new Regional Vice Presi- 
dents. 

4:00 PM Short Meeting of new Executive Committee. 


Octoser 1952—Pacr 27 
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BIRTH OF AN IDEA 


(Continued from Page 5) 


the true story of the economic value of 
airfreight. The world had to be told, 
and told again and again, that proper 
packaging for air will reduce shipping 
costs, that airborne fruits and vege- 
tables are healthier and better tasting, 
that same-day service by air helps the 
retailer to operate on a smaller inven- 
tory, that fashions are “perishable” and 
should be treated as such, that cargo 
suffers far less damage through air 
shipping than through any other trans- 
portation medium, and many other vital 
facts that nowhere else in the world 
were being told and examined and 
qualified. Through the years—1l0 of 
them now; it hardly seems so long— 
Air TRaNsvortation has consistently 
been doing just that. 

And more than that. The latest inno- 
vations, the most pressing problems, 
air cargo’s achievements and setbacks 
—all these also appeared, and_ still 
appear in its pages. More than once I 
found it necessary to take up the 
cudgels personally and help right some 
grievous wrong that held the industry 
back from its normal development. 
That may have made some enemies, but 
the future of a field I believe in wag at 


stake, and the welfare of the industry 
was always my guiding factor. The 
welfare of the industry as a whole is 
the keystone upon which this publica- 
tion rests. 


N October, 1942, my opening edi- 


torial read as follows: 
AIR TRANSPORTATION begins its 


career at a time when the eyes of the 
world are on cargo-by-air—a time when 
no man knows all the answers to this, 
the most challenging problem of the war. 
Airmen are stacking up evidence to 
prove that the day of the ship is done 
and that planes will one day carry vir- 
tually all foreign freight and most 
domestic freight. Shipping men, on their 
side, are branding these forecasts as 
wild dreams. 

The Shipper—and with him all the 
Manufacturers, Importers, Exporters, For- 
warders, and others who have for many 
years turned to American Import & 
Export Bulletin for authoritative informa- 
tion—stands confused, not knowing what 
to think. 

Hence, AIR TRANSPORTATION, a 
publication exclusively about shipping-by- 
air, edited for shippers. Until now, al- 
though there are scores of aviation pub- 
lications, there has been none to fill this 
need. 

AIR TRANSPORTATION is not anti- 
ship, anti-rail or anti-truck. It is pro-air, 
because it believes that, sooner or later, 
cargo-by-air will be a mighty force in 
both domestic and international trade— 
a force that no shipper can ignore—a 


SHIP AIR FRANCE! 


NEW “FAST-AIRE” 
CARGO RATES 


New specific commodity rates are offered by Air France to 151 
destinations in Europe, Africa, the Near East and the Far East 
via fast, efficient “FAST-AIRE” Cargo Service. For rates and 
schedules, see your freight forwarder or AIR FRANCE. 


AIR FRANCE 


CONVENIENT TERMINALS 


NEW YORK 
683 Fifth Avenue, 
5 Pearl St., 
“Idlewild”. PLazo 9-7000 


BOSTON 
493 Boylston Street, 
Boston 16, or Logan 
Airport, COpley 7-5350 


Pace 28—A1r TRANsportation—Air Commerce 


force with which every shipper should, 
in his own interest, be familiar. But it 
believes that there will continue to be a 
place for all recognized means of trans- 
portation—though many things are be- 
ing drastically changed during the war 
and may be even more drastically 
changed when the war is won. 

Am Transportation will explore 
the whole field of cargo-by-air from the 
Shipper’s, Manufacturer's, Forwarder’s, 
Importer’s and Exporter’s standpointa, 
now while the whole mighty trend is 
forming. It will try to give every reader 
a clear background of the future, as he 
must face it, once the war is over. It 
will offer a medium for exchange of 
ideas on shipping speeds, handling of 
cargoes, terminal facilities, shipping 
costs and all other angles of this great 
trend—so that when the day of its 
realization has come, each reader will 
be better equipped for the opportunities 
which that day will bring. 

Thus the intentions of this magazine 
were publicly announced at its very 
inception. We haven’t swerved from 
those intentions. If anything, we are 
more firmly convinced that airfreight 
has an important place in the transpor- 
tation picture. Some of the going has on 
occasion been tough, but we're con- 
vinced we have a champion. Air cargo 
is on the way up, and with it goes Air 
TRANSPORTATION. 


10 YEARS 


(Continued from Page 7) 


commands the respect of most of the 
world’s major airlines. is the subject of 
many serious works (the best of these 
being Boxcars in the Sky), and is the 
principle currently being taught in 
many traffic and transportation semi- 
nars throughout the country. 

It might seem, according to the fore- 
going, that airfreight’s battle for promi- 
nence and respect in this busy world 
has been won. Such is not the case. 
There are still many people who will 
say that airfreighting is just an emerg- 
ency service, others who will claim that 
it is expensive, still others who, afraid 
of flying, will not send their freight by 
air. There are many shades and grada- 
tions of these types who refuse to look 
at the facts. who stubbornly maintain 
their backward glances and resort to 
the older methods which, though un- 
doubtedly good, suffer severe limita- 
tions, being literally tied to tracks and 
highways and the seaports of the world. 


2B WATER ST. @ NEW YORK 4, N. Y. 
INTE® NATIONAL AIR and OCEAN 
FREIGHT FORWARDERS 
Telephone HAnover 2-5844 
TATA Recognized FMB No. (319 
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mi gh a Wee ee 


As stated before, air cargo is not the 
only means for transporting goods but 
rather a more improved means; it is 
not a replacement for the other media, 
but rather a complementary service 
with exceptional advantages. It is not 
the only answer to all shipping prob- 
lems—no one media is—but rather a 
good one for most. And it has still a 
long way to go to where it is as com- 
pletely and solidly accepted by shippers 
everywhere as are the train, the steam- 
ship and the truck. 


S far back as 10 years ago, the all- 
cargo transport was, like victory, a 
dream of the future. Cargo carriers 
then were largely passenger planes con- 
verted for the wartime task of carrying 
troops or military supplies, or both. 
The objective was victory, not com- 
merce. Some visionary plans, however, 
were being projected at that time for 
all-cargo transports. The first issue of 
Air TRANSPORTATION featured one such 
design on its front cover (see photo), 
an odd-looking affair captioned “Air- 
Cargo-Liner of Tomorrow.” Though 
visionary, it was never realized. Howard 
Hughes himself, whose idea it was, 
abandoned it for the cargo flying boat, 
his eight-engined HK-1, and newer de- 
signs from various aircraft manufac- 
turers have since been evolved. Some. 
like Fairchild’s Packplane, with its 
removable “under-belly,” embody really 
revolutionary concepts in design, others. 
like Douglas’ giant Globemasters, con- 
tain the primary attribute of size. But 
the striving for more economically oper- 
ated cargo planes has not stopped, and 
as it continues, so too will newer con- 
cepts until the ideal type of cargo plane 
is realized. It may be a hybrid combin- 
ing the forms of the helicopters and the 
standard transport, or it may be atomic 
powered. At present, we still are going 
through the early stages of a fabulous 


industry, and it is still too early to tell 


where the future may fly us. 

In this age of supersonic flight, when 
an airplane is little more than a visible 
streak in the sky, a glimpse back to the 


planes used 10 years ago for cargo 
flying shows those planes as strangely 
outdated now, almost archaic in design 
and performance. Nothing of the sleek- 
ness, little of the speed and size that 
today characterize our cargo transports 
were apparent 10 years ago. The Strato- 
freighter’s “stuck up” tail took some 
years to appear, as did the Packet’s 
box-shaped fuselage; the helicopter had 
still to prove itself in the future, as did 
the jet transport. Supersonic speeds 
also became part of the post war world. 
but their commercial application is still 
doubtful. In view of these develop. 
ments, such planes as the bulky Budd 
Conestoga, with which The Flying 
Tigers began their operations, seems as 
outdated to us now as the covered 
wagon. 

Ten years ago, Martin’s Mars was 
considered the world’s largest flying 
boat; another big one was Vought- 
Sikorsky’s Excalibur. In our first edi- 
tion we proudly announced that the 
first has a cubic content equivalent to 
a 14 to 16-reom house and that the 
second flies at 200 mph. Today's 
freight planes from Consolidated Vultee, 
Boeing, Fairchild and Douglas are, 
however, wholly superior. Ten years 
ago, Douglas DC-3s and 4s wrote his- 
tory as cargo planes, today the DC-6A 
and Lockheed’s Super Constellations 
are rewriting it. Ten years ago, the 
Curtiss C-46, Boeing’s 314, and Lock- 
heed’s Lodestar were all featured in the 
first issue of this magazine as big cargo 
carriers, today we are concerned with 
cargo giants such as | Consolidated’s 
XC-99, Bristol’s Freighter, Breguet’s 
Deux Ponts, to name but a few. Ten 
years ago also, we printed the wind- 
tunnel-model photo of Lockheed’s new 
plane. Details about the plane were still 
considered secret, but the name was 
known; Lockheed called it the Con- 
stellation. Designs have advanced con- 
siderably since October, 1945, and so 
has the aviation industry. 

These past 10 years have been mo- 
mentous ones also in the history of 


mankind. The struggle to keep the 
world from slipping back into darkness 
is still continuing, with man’s fate 
hanging in the balance. The world of 
the future is intimately bound up with 
air transportation, more especially with 
airfreight. Whether the cargoes of to 
morrow are to be mainly bombs or the 
goods of commerce, the important traf- 
fic lanes will still be in the sky. This 
publication is devoted to commerce. We 
feel that commercial, not military mat- 
ters, will dominate the skies. We're 
betting on the next 10 years, and on 
the triumph, in a world of peace, of air 
transportation. 


Winey 


_NOW! 


SAS INTRODUCES 
“AIR CARGO CONTROL” 


+ ++ @ new system for faster, more 

efficient cargo service to shippers, 

providing: 

@ Confirmed reservations for 

cargo space, upon request. SAS 

is the only overseas airline offering 

this important service. 

@ Space reservations by wire 

—assuring prompt shipment on par- 

ticular flights you specify. 

@ Fast accurate information 

on any shipment in transit over 

SAS routes. 

@ One class of cargo service 

—fast, dependable, “Ist class” 

only! 

SAS LOW COMMODITY RATES 

MEAN ROCK-BOTTOM 

SHIPPING COSTS 


See Your Air Cargo Agent 


SCANDINAVIAN 


AIRLINES SYSTEM 


30 Rockefeller Plaza West, N. Y. 20, N. Y. 
SKYWAY TO THE WORLD 


MAIL * 


NEW YORK 17 
60 E. 42nd STREET 
MUrrey Hill 7-960 


AIR CARGO INSURANCE 


EXPRESS 


Carriers Liability—Shippers All Risk Anywhere in the World 


PARKER & CO. 


Specializing in aviation insurance for over 20 years 


FREIGHT 


PHILADELPHIA 3 


1616 WALNUT STREET 
Kingsley 5-1200 
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OVERSEAS BASES 

Here a great wall map conveys the 
scope of the MATS Atlantic traffic pat- 
tern. Seventeen flight routes are listed, 
each with a properly descriptive name: 
the Icelander, the Whitehall, the Azor- 
ian, the African, the Rheiner and so 
on. Principal crossroads are at Kefla- 
vik. Ieeland; Prestwick, Scotland; Bur- 
tonwood, England; Rhein-Main, Lajes, 
Orly at Paris, Nouasseur in French 
Morocco, and Tripoli. From there the 
routes stretch to Athens, Ankara, Dhah- 
ran and points east. You're driven to 
the terminal, in time to get a snack and 
purchase a boxed flight lunch. 

The flight line at Westover is a busy 
operation, ‘round the clock, of mainte- 
nance checks, test hops, loadings and 
dispatchings. Lining the field are C-54s, 
C-97s. C-124s, and R5Ds—the latter 
flown by MATS Navy crews. ~< 

Air planes arrive from overseas or 
from MATS’ Continental Division head- 
quarters at Kelly in Texas, they're 
turned over to maintenance. When a 
plane is ready to go out again, it’s 
brought up to the line and put in the 
hands of the traffic-control people. They 
determine how much space is required 
for priority cargo and how much for 
passengers. The port’s space section 
then makes up the passenger list ac- 
with MATS, first 
things are rightly first. If you hadn’t 
made the grade today, you'd have 
waited till tomorrow or later. 

At 4:20 p.m. after a delay due to bad 
weather, you're aboard the big Boeing 
Stratofreighter; you and thirty-nine 
other passengers and eleven crew mein- 
bers. and 17.794 pounds of cargo, mai! 
and baggage. It’s a total payload of 
twelve and a quarter tons, with the 
ship grossing at 147,400 pounds. 

This is strictly military transporta- 
tion. Standard Air Force “bucket seats,” 
canvas instead of upholstery. Cargo 
piled high on the forward half of the 


cording to priorities; 


huge main deck, with passengers in the 
after section. 


VARIED LOAD 


Much of the cargo consists of mail 
bags for Burtonwood and Rhein-Main, 
there to be redistributed to other bases 
where U. S. personnel is located. It's 
this mail that you address to an “APO” 
number care of the New York Post- 
master. Another big item is AOCP 
parts (for aircraft out of commission 


interpretation. Another is a colonel 
headed for 7th Air Force headquarters 
at Ruislip. There’s a major bound for 
the base at Lakenheath, in England, 
operated by SAC. 

Also aboard is an ammunition cor- 
poral in the Irish army, headed for his 
native green after three years in the 
United States. A supply sergeant in 
our own Army is returning to duty at 
Hayford Airdrome near Oxford. He 
and his wife, the only woman aboard. 


Cargo piled high in this MATS Stratofreighter is being carefully checked before flight 
time. In this manner, hundreds of tons of vital military supplies have been flown sofely 
across the oceans in both military and commercial transports. 


on account of parts): a brake. a tank. 
a thermostat, actuators, regulators. en 
gine parts. a propeller assembly. There 
are medical supplies. And six pack- 
ages of courier mail, documents of sucit 
importance that they must be personally 
escorted by courier officer. 

All along one side of this lashed- 
down cargo and in the aft portion of the 
cabin, in an atmosphere more of an 
excursion to Africa than of an airline 
passage. sit your fellow passengers. 
One is a lieutenant going to London to 
work with the Air Ministry on photo 


Fast B.O.A.C. Speedbirds fly air cargo to major countries 
and cities around the world—with one Air Waybill all 
the way! And B.O.A.C. offers— 


dabli 


flight schedules, skilled 


Fast, di 


air cargo handling, insurance and re- 
forwarding services. 


Consult your broker or contact 
B.O.A.C. direct at 342 Madi- 
son Ave., New York City 17. 
MUrray Hill 7-8900. 
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have been home to Norfolk on emerg- 
ency leave due to a death in the family. 

The Atlantic is hiding below a cloud 
cover, and as you get farther out it will 
be much farther below. Lieut. Kenneth 
Gordon. the navigator, explains that 
the flight plan to Azores is a typical 
eruise-control plan. devised to econ- 
omize on fuel. Command Pilot William 
D. Smentek will hold to 7000 feet alti- 
tude until enough gas is consumed to 
bring the weight down to 135,000 
pounds. This avoids the rich fuel mix- 
tures that would be required by the 
power settings necessary at higher alti- 
tude with high gross weight. Three and 
one-half hours out, you're on the way 
up to the 19.000-foot level established 
for the main body of the trip. 

“That's what I like about this baby,” 
says Gordon. “You can go upstairs and 
make some time.” He tilts back from 
his chart table with a pleased sigh as 
he lifts his ground-speed entry from 
247 knots for the first leg to 290 knots 
along the high road. 

For Gordon the trip is never more 
than a graph on chart paper. It’s the 
lot of the flight navigator to be kept 
constantly at work trying to catch up 
with his cirplane in its relentless prog- 
ress across the nap. As soon as he has 
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HALF-YEAR MARK 


(Continued from Page 8) 


gain in 1952, over 1951” for all 
sources of revenue. Airfreight and 
air express registered $6,399,456 
as against $5,199,991. And mail 
registered $3,810,000 as against 
$3,175,444. 


* KLM Royal Dutch Airlines: 
Only now has this airline’s total 
for all of 1951 come in, reporting 
a net profit of $2,763,158. The air- 
line is particularly proud of its 
freight activities, calling attention 
to the considerable increase in 
freight and emigrant traffic as well 
as to special flights. The three 
categories lumped together show a 
rise of 47% in revenue ton kilom- 
eters as compared with 1950. Sales 
had increased 12%. As for 1952, 
officials feel that prospects are 
“most favorable.” 


* Frontier Airlines: While pas- 
senger business rose to an in- 
crease of 21.7% for the first six 
months of the year, freight busi- 
ness soared 52.3%. In round fig- 
ures, this amounts to 213,067 ton 
miles generated as compared to 
139,866 chalked up during the first 
six months of last year. This in- 
crease, claims the airline, “partic- 
ularly points up the high level of 
business in the Rocky Mountain 
West.” Frontier believes that 
“1952 should be a record-break- 
ing [year] if the progress trend 
for the first six months con- 
tinues..... 7 

So much for the airlines them- 
selves. How about some other as- 
pects of the aviation industry? 
The figures are just as encourag- 
ing. 


* Seattle-Tacoma International 
Airport: The total number of air- 


freight, in pounds, handled here in 


THE ONLY) 

DAILY SCHEDULED 

_ AIR CARGO © 
_ SERVICE 


NEW YORK 


HAVANA! 


June came to 1,256,997, and in 
July to 1,396,155. Last July’s fig- 
ure had come to only 997,153 
pounds, much lower than this 
year’s figure. For the entire year 
up to and including August 15, 
the total volume of airfreight han- 
dled reached 8,139,220, while for 
the same period last year, the fig- 
ure read 6,395,540 pounds. Air- 
freight is obviously on the climb 
in 1952. 


* Doman Helicopters: A rela- 
tively new producer of helicopters, 
Doman has recorded total assets 
that had increased from $329,000 
to $613,000 for the first six months. 
Included among these assets is a 
$131,000 investment in the produc- 
tion engineering and development 
of the company’s LZ-5 helicopter. 
Production capacity is expected to 
be increased late in 1953. 


* Boeing Airplane Company: Net 
earnings of $5,877,875 have been 
recorded, which compares favor- 
ably with earnings of $3,090,074 
accrued in 1951’s first six months. 
Said Boeing’s president, William 
M. Allen, “Both sales and income 
after taxes were higher during the 
first six months of 1952 than dur- 
ing the preceding six months’ 
period.” Sales and other income 
totaled $309,761,374, considerably 
more than the $168,150,199 taken 
in the same period of the preced- 
ing year. | 


* Republic Aviation Corp.: After 
provisions for income and excess 
profits taxes a net income of $2,- 
626,225 remained. In the corres- 
ponding period of the previous 
year, profits had come to only 
$1,349,532, which again proves 
that 1952 is an even greater year 
than 1951 had been. 


* Pacific Airmotive Corp.: Prof- 
its were up 56% for sales that ex- 
ceeded 14 million dollars. Net 


"i FAST, DAILY AIR CARGO SERVICE TO 
MIAMI « JACKSONVILLE 


profit came to $483,000. This was 
for the firm’s six months’ period 
ending May 31. For the 12-month 
period ending that same date, sales 
had increased 75%, totaling almost 
28 million dollars. For the first 
six months of 1952, about 509% of 
the firm’s total sales were commer- 
cial, indicating that the ratio of 
commercial business to govern- 
ment business is increasing. 

Thus a representative sampling 
among airlines and airplane man- 
ufacturers show us that 1951 was 
no error. Revenues are increasing 
at impressive rates, and 1952 is 
destined to surpass even the stag- 
gering record set down by 1951. 
All categories have increased dur- 
ing the period under discussion 
here, but most consistent of all 
these has been—and will continue 
to be—air cargo. 


xk *kKKk 


MARKETING 


(Continued from Page 10) 


from three to five days in trans- 
portation time. He could order as 
the material was needed and thus 
did not tie up his working capital 
in excessive inventories of raw ma- 
terials. His margin of profit in- 
creased because he was able to 
eliminate factory overtime. By 
using airfreight to get materials— 
and to ship finished goods to his 
customers, he gained as much as 
seven full work days and was able 
to fill all orders received. 


Examples such as those above 
indicate that the use of air cargo 
May permit a concern to operate 


ABC AIR FREIGHT CO., INC. 
Domestic Air Forwarders 
CHICAGO—DETROIT—CLEVELAND 
and all principal in 


U.S.A. 
Also CHARTER SERVICE 
7th St., New York 


* BRyant 9-5340 


| 


| OS TAMPA: NEW ORLEANS 


...and 29 other cities on the 
Eastern Seaboard and Gulf Coast 
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on less working capital. A saving 
on interest is frequently men- 
tioned as growing out of this ad- 
vantage. However, it should be 
noted that in domestic trade the 
savings on interest are relatively 
insignificant. The time differential 
between surface and air transpor- 
tation is not very important in 
terms of interest. A much more 
concrete advantage is that gained 
through the release of capital that 
may be used for other purposes. 
In the case of a firm experiencing 
a shortage of capital, air cargo 
may permit a more intensive use of 
the capital that is available. In 
international trade, the interest ad- 
vantage may be more important in 
view of the fact that shipments 
valued at thousands of dollars may 
sometimes require weeks to reach 
their destination. 


Lighter packaging. Lighter pack- 
aging is one of the most important 
advantages obtained by the air 
shipper. Packaging economy is an 
important factor in reducing the 
cost differential between air and 
surface transportation. In ship- 
ping by air the emphasis is on re- 
ducing the weight of the shipment. 
Packaging seems to afford one of 
the best opportunities for weight 
reduction. The conditions under 
which air cargo is shipped tends to 
permit a lighter container. Lighter 
weight packages for air shipment 
are possible because air shipments 
are not subject to severe shocks 
in transit as are rail shipments. 
Still, the lighter air package will 
require more careful ground han- 
dling. Another reason the air 
shipper may use a light container 
is that ice is not needed for most 
shipments by air. Considering the 
short time the product is in tran- 
sit, the plane can fly high enough 
to make use of higher altitudes for 
refrigeration if necessary. In air 
transporation the high cost per 


pound increases the importance ot 
lightweight containers and, un- 
doubtedly, will justify more care- 
ful ground handling. 
Requirements for the ideal con- 
tainer to be used in air shipping 
are these: strength, light weight, 
low cost, ease of handling, small 
storage space when empty, small 


Next Month: 


The Big 
FOREIGN TRADE ISSUE 
including 
Air Shippers’ Manual 


AIR TRANSPORTATION 


extra space when filled over the 
product being shipped, adaptabii- 
ity to many commodities, and 
availabiity. The modern corru- 
gated case has proved the answer 
to these requirements. In some 
cases products are shipped with 
little or no packaging. Continentai 
Air Lines reports an example: 


Probably the best example of 
shipping on Continental Air Lines 
in the matter of the requirements 
of less packaging by air, is the tie- 
in with Sears, Roebuck Company. 
From the huge Kansas City ware- 
house of this company is flown 
everything from special fertilizers 
to bicycles. Lightly wrapped or 
packaged orders are simply placed 
into large canvas bags similar to 
mail sacks while larger items are 
tied aboard with no packaging at 
all. Continental’s experience in 


AIRPLANES—Send for Free List 


World's largest stock personal & light 
We Buy — Quick Cash for Your Plane 


VEST AIRCRAFT CO. 
& Offices—Box 38—Copito! Hill Ste. 
Denver, Cole. 


'. 


claims for revenue each month has 
never gone above one per cent. 


Despite lighter packaging, the 
proponents of air cargo maintain 
that it reduces damage in transit. 
The following quotations express 
this view: 

A tra‘fic manager of a depart- 
ment store in New York City— 

“We are using air freight when- 
ever consistent . .. like it because 
it has eliminated a lot of claims... 
have had less breakage .. . have 
been able to plan advertising and 
meet sales datelines better than by 
depending on either freight or ex- 
press shipments.” 

And the traffic manager of a 
Richmond, Virginia, store— 

“The primary benefits of ‘air 
cargo are speed and the fact that 
good thus shipped arrive in perfect 
condition .. . no damage whatever 
has been suffered by any type of 
merchandise received by air- 
freight.” 


Reduces waste from spoilage. 
The avoidance of damage in tran- 
sit referred to above was in refer- 
ence to breakage, scratches, and 
similar flaws arising from han- 
dling and carrying. Of equal im- 
portance is a reduction in waste 
from spoilage where perishables 
are concerned. In surface trans- 
portation the reduction of spoilage 
is part of the packaging problem. 
In air cargo the conditions that 
permit lighter packaging also con- 
tribute to less spoilage. Speed of 
delivery is a primary factor with 
temperature control being less of 
a problem. In surface shipments 
of highly perishable produce and 
seafoods loss from spoilage often 
amounts to 20 or 30%. In addition 
to the outright loss frequently en- 
countered in surface transport, the 
quality of the product often suf- 
fers. The following case _ illus- 
trates: 


; One of the largest grocery chains 
in the country has been a pioneer 
in the use of airfreight as a means 
of eliminating spoilage and preserv- 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


MArket 7-42/5 


PHILADELPHIA © NEW YORK © MIAMI © HAVANA ¢ 


INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC FREIGHT FORWARDER 
BRUSSELS © PARIS © LONDON © ROTTERDAM © ROME © ZURICH 
Largest Organization of its Kind in the United States built on PERSONALIZED SERVICE 


AIRCRAFT CHARTERING BROKERS © PASSENGERS AND FREIGHT TO ANY DESTINATION IN THE WORLD 
DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER AND BROKER 


LETTER OF REGISTRATION AIR FREIGHT FORWARDER Mo. 18... . LICENSED MOTOR FREIGHT BROKER—I.CC-M.C—I2286 . . . FORWARDERS FRB Ne. 666 


MIAMI DIVISION 


1687 Finance Buliding, Phiicce'phie 2, Pa. | Miami International Airport, Twentieth Street Terminal 140-2 West Broadway, New York 13, N. Y. 
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ing freshness. Starting with a few 
50-pound shipments of fish fillets, 
they experimented to see if the 
public were willing to pay a few 
cents more per pound for a fresh 
product shipped airfreight, or pay 
two cents a pound less for the same 
product after it had been in transit 
for approximately two days by sur- 
face transportation. Their answer 
was so much in favor of airfreight, 
that they have received shipments 
up to 25,000 pounds of fish fillets 
each week via airfreight. 


Low insurance rates. Reduc- 
tions in spoilage and damages 
from handling, along with a re- 
duction in pilferage, have con- 
tributed to low insurance rates for 
air transported goods. These fac- 
tors, coupled with the fact that in- 
surance rates are based upon the 
length of time the carrier is in 
custody of the consignment, “con- 
tribute to lower insurance rates 
for air cargo. The following is a 
comparison of marine and air in- 
surance rates per $100 insured 
value transported between the 


points as shown: Mestes Ale 
New York to Paris ......... $0.75 $0.20 
New York to Geneva ........ 15 -20 
New York to Stockholm ..... 15 20 
Chicago to Rie de Janeiro... . -75 -20 
Chicago to Buenos Aires .... .75 20 
Chicago to Lima ........... 1.50 -20 
San Francisco to Manila..... 1.50 -20 
San Francisco to Shanghai... 1.75 -20 
San Francisco to Caleutta.... 1.00 -20 


It becomes apparent from these 
rates that considerable insurance 
savings may be achieved when air 
cargo is used over great distances. 
To ship a cargo valued at $20,000 
from San Francisco to Manila via 
surface would entail an insurance 
cost of $300. The same shipment 
by air would have equal! insurance 
coverage for $40. In cases of this 
type the insurance savings help to 
reduce the rate differential. 


Eliminates some warehousing. 
Still another advantage deriving 
largely from the speed of air cargo 
is the reduction or elimination of 
regional warehousing. Many busi- 
nesses whose custom it has been 
to keep large stocks at regional 
distribution points have found they 
can eliminate both inventories and 
warehouses by using airfreight. 
Many industries using surface 
transportation have found it nec- 
essary to maintain a_ regional 
warehouse complete with stock in 
order to compete with producers 
located nearer the market. By the 
use of airfreight, shipments are 
made direct to customers, and the 
regional warehouse and inventory 
costs are eliminated. By eliminat- 
ing the cost of storage space, heat, 
light, redelivery, insurance cleri- 
cal and supervisory salaries, the 
saving has been estimated at as 


much as 10% of the cost of doing 
business. 


Emergency deliveries. Air cargo 
also makes possible emergency de- 
liveries from the manufacturer’s 
plant to distant markets. Emer- 
gency goods make up a sizable part 
of the air cargo shipped. In the 
case of large items such as tur- 
bines, especially designed electric 
motors, tubing and etc., the market 
is so extensive and thinly spread 
that regional warehousing may 
not be practical. Before the devel- 
opment of air transportation, 
emergency parts were shipped by 
surface to all parts of the globe. 
It was not unusual for shipments 
into foreign countries to take sev- 
eral weeks. A good example is that 
of steamships which experience 
breakdowns in foreign ports. Prior 
to airfreight the ship and crew 
were idle for weeks while awaiting 
repair. Now, steamship companies 
are saving many thousands of dol- 
lars each year by flying repair 
parts to stricken ships. Turbines 
weighing from four to six tons 
have been flown to ships stranded 
in foreign ports. 


Additional Advantages: Thus 
far, most of the advantages cited 
for air cargo have been in the 
terms of economies which con- 


tribute to reducing the rate differ- 
ential between air and surface 
transportation thereby making air 
transport a preferred mode of car- 
riage for those products classed as 
air candidates. An advantage of a 
slightly different nature lies in the 
ability of the plane to aid in the 
delivery of a better preserved 
product. The superiority of air 
shipped seafood is a result of the 
prevention of deterioration and 
will be discussed later. A totally 
different advantage derives from 
the influence of the plane in en- 
abling the production of a supe- 
rior product. In this respect agri- 
cultural perishables afford the best 
examples. Products that are al- 
lowed to mature and ripen under 
natural conditions are superior to 
the green-picked variety. It is pre- 
dicted that if airfreight rates are 
reduced sufficiently, vine-ripened 
products will be flown to market. 


AIRLIFT TO EUROPE 


(Continued from Page 30) 


a fix on one position, the airplane’s in 
another. Gordon’s flight-plan plot makes 
the job look simpler than it is, 

“See this red line? Shows the gas 
required under our wind conditions, 
plus 10 per cent reserve,” he explains. 
“This blue line below is for the actual 


SABENA INAUGURATES ALL-CARGO 
FLIGHTS TO EUROPE AND AFRICA 


Loading helicopter cockpit aboard SABENA corgo-liner 


a fast service 
becomes 
even faster 
—more versatile 


Now shippers can take advan- 
tage of SABENA’s fast, de- 
pendable air cargo service to 
ship anything to Europe or 
Africa of any size that will go 
in a transatlantic all-cargo air- 
plane. SABENA’s weekly all- 
cargo flights give to air trans- 
portation its true meaning— 
speed and more speed plus 
ability to carry bulky items. 


Route shipments by SABENA and be sure! 
ALL EUROPE + THE NEAR EAST 
THE BELGIAN CONGO AND SOUTH AFRICA 


For rates and information, see your broker, or 


Branch Offices: 
208 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 4, til. 


1249 Washington Bivd., Detroit, 


orth 3-1921 


323 Geary St., San Francisco 2, Calif. 
523 W. Sixth St., Los Angeles 14, Calif. 
1311 Praetorian -, Dallas 1, Texas 
235 Lincoln Road, i Beach, Fla. 
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Pe RA ACRE 


fuel coffsumption we expect to get. We 
check our position and fuel consump- 
tion every hour. All we have to do is 
to keep below or in the neighborhood of 
the blue line—not too close to the red 
line.” 

A high storm holds you up a bit on 
your way into the Azores. Besides this, 
the contrary rotation of the earth 
brings morning quickly nearer, and it’s 
close to 3:45 a.m., Azores time, when 
you come into the pattern approaching 
Lajes field. You land in a gusty wind 
as though putting down on a mid-ocean 
aircraft carrier. 


LOCAL TALENT 


In a dining room overlooking the air 
base you are undecided whether your 
ham and eggs are a bedtime snack, 
Massachusetts time, or early breakfast, 
Lajes time. Before you're finished. a 
rosy hue from the east begins trans- 
forming your island footing into a 
bright emerald stud on a blue ocean 
shirt. 

You note that the guards, out on the 
airport, are Portuguese. Col. George S. 
Cassady, MATS’ commanding officer 
here. explains that the Portuguese oper- 
ate the airfield itself. It belongs to the 
Portuguese government and has been 
made available as a NATO base for use 
by MATS. 

“We employ Portuguese workers 
wherever possible,” Colonel Cassady 
tells you. “For example, we have 87 
of them in our aircraft maintenance 
shops.” 


TWO BUCKS A DAY 


This policy helps the U. S. by holding 
down labor costs and helps the Azores 
by providing employment. Already, the 
colonel points out, it is showing some 
effect on the economy and living stand- 
ards of the islands, though the change 
is necessarily a slow one. Wages are 
set through agreement with the Portu- 
guese officials, to avoid inflating island 
prices and bringing hardship to resi- 
dents not in U. S. employ. The most 
skilled mechanics in maintenance earn 
about two dollars per day. 

An average of seven flights a day in 
each direction uses Lajes as an alight- 
ing place on the way across the Atlan- 
tic. Most of them are MATS, but some 
are Navy transports of the Fleet Logis- 
tics Air Wing. 

Outbound for Burtonwood, you're as- 
signed to another C-97 after your stop- 
over here. This one carries virtually an 
all-cargo load. The big items are three 
steel tanks, each containing a jet engine 
marked “serviceable” and sealed in to 
prevent injury or corrosion by salt air. 
Stacked atop the tanks and _ behind 
them are some 300 bags of military 
mail and miscellaneous Soxes of air- 
craft parts and tools. 
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Burtonwood, England, turns out to be 
a marvel of wartime dispersion, its 
thousand or more buildings spread in 
clusters across a grass-green carpet. 
Most of them are quonset huts, and 
they're distributed over a full 58 square 
miles of landscape near Liverpool. The 
buildings are grouped into ten sites, 
according to type of tenancy, each about 
four miles from its neighbor groups. 


AN OASIS 


Burtonwood is an important stopping 
place on the MATS line because it 
serves as the main depot and distribu- 
tion point for supplies going to ten 
major U. S. air bases and several lesser 
ones located throughout England. It’s 
the home of the 59th Air Depot Wing, a 
part of 3rd Air Force which has its 
headquarters at Ruislip, near London. 

Like other U. S. bases in England, 
Burtonwood is an oasis on an isle of 
austerity. Fifty-eight square miles of 
almost normal American eating habits, 
surrounded by a country still rationing 
its food. Like Lajes, this station em- 
ploys as many local residents as pes- 
sible. The American dollar spent by 
U. S. airmen here is definitely helping 
England. too. 

But American officers emphasize that 
the British are doing their part in this 
cooperative defense venture. A  fifty- 
fifty proposition, they call it, with Eng- 
land footing its part of the bill, which 
runs somewhat under half in terms of 
dollars and probably over half in terms 
of relative ability to pay. 


PRIORITY PASSENGERS 


From Burtonwood, your military 
transport takes you to Orly field 
Paris. Orly is not a main stop on the 
Westover-to-Frankfurt run. but it’s a 
focal point for special flights and many 
military passengers. NATO headquar- 
ters are here at Paris, SHAPE (Su- 
preme Headquarters of Allied Powers 
in Europe) is just outside the city, and 
the headquarters of U. S. Air Forces in 
Europe and Allied Air Forces of Cen- 
tral Europe are at nearby Fontaine- 
bleau. 

Orly has been rebuilt, largely with 
temporary structures, from the well- 
pulverized condition in which it was left 
by the bombs of World War Il. MATS. 
a tenant here. occupies a small struc 
ture which you approach over a strip of 
steel runway mat that keeps you from 
sinking into the surrounding mud. 
Through this y¥pretentious terminal 
passes many an important officer on 
military mission. 

While you're here, for example, there 
are generals, air marshals and other 
high-ranking men arriving from all the 
surrounding NATO countries. What 
brings them at this time is a “command 


post exercise” which will be going on 
in Paris for the next few days. It’s a 
whole series of military maneuvers done 
on paper in the front office to test the 
facilities of top commands in meeting a 
synthetic emergency. What it means for 
MATS, at the moment, is more aircraft 
to service. Altogether, MATS’ Orly 
branch handles perhaps 400 USAF 
planes per month. 


JAGGED RUINS 


Despite this activity, the main MATS 
show is at Frankfurt. in Germany. Here, 
at Rhein-Main Air Base, is the major 
MATS terminal in Europe, and here 
you head on the last eastbound leg of 
your journey. 

This is a flight you can’t make with- 
out an awareness of Europe’s history as 
a battleground. Below you at first are 
the flat forests and the fields where 
armies fought back and forth in the 
first World War. They soon change to 
the grimmer monuments of World Waz 
II, the jagged, gray-black skeletons that 
once were factories and warehouses, the 
gutted building and blocks that pock all 
but the smallest of villages in Germany. 


GRAND CENTRAL 


Arriving at Rhein-Main, it doesn’t 
take long to sense the scope of Amer- 
ica’s current military operation in Eu- 
rope, which sequels a war that was 
ended but not settled. 

Air transportation here is a big oper 
ation in both its strategic and tactical 
aspects. Boeing C-97s and other craft, 
largely C-54s, are loading and unload- 
ing, while overhead the planes of the 
33rd and 60th Troop Carrier Wings 
are rehearsing parachute drops. 

The MATS Atlantic Division, you 
find, is a strong thong that laces to- 
gether the widely dispersed activities of 
U. S. military units in Europe and 
North Africa. Rhein-Main is the grand 
central station of military air transpor- 
tation in this immensely strategic area, 
and the portal of another story... . 


read enjoy 


BOXCARS IN THE SKY 


WANTED—AT-6 PROPS 


12D40-211-6101A12 
homes. Complete Propeller 


eeen Hubs and Hub Parts in- 
cluding 5 0368 Borat Assy., 51458 Spider, 
51430 precien, 51432 Ctwt., oS 
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$o220 cyt Bee 3 ing, S-8501 chet. = 

Also: 2030-237 Prop Hubs 
Also: AN 5773-1 Engine Gauge Units 

New or Overhouled & Certified Material OK. 


COLLINS ENGINEERING COMPANY 
9050 Washington Bivd. Culver City, Calif. 
TExes 0-481! 
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NOW! Direct, through-plane, 
overnight Clipper: Cargo services to 


P EUROPE and on to the 
YY, {} MIDDLE EAST 


@ Two all-cargo Clipper flights every week. 
Dependable, on-time deliveries. 


® Monday morning deliveries in London, 
Brussels, Amsterdam, Hamburg, Frankfurt. 
Tuesday morning in Istanbul and Beirut. 


@ Up to 570 cubic feet, up to 52 feet 


in length, on DC-6A shipments to London, 
Amsterdam, Hamburg, Frankfurt. 
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@ You are now linked better than ever 
with a world-wide Clipper Cargo service 
that reaches every major city on all 

6 continents . . . One carrier anywhere 
around the world . .. Minimum trans- 
shipment and handling. 
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More cargo capacity 
... up to 20,000 Ibs, 
on DC-6A flights. 
4 atti 1. i eee 
Leader in overseas air cargo— ] RO ee 
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WORLD'S MOST EXPERIENCED AIRLINE ON : 


Then... 
ry October, 1942 


A New Publication for a New Age 


Now... 


October, 1952 


AIR TRANSPORTATION 


IS STILL 


THE WORLD'S ONLY AIR CARGO PUBLICATION 
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